
By Laureen Sweeney

Changes are on the way to “streamline”
the city’s building permit process and pro-
vide consultation regarding new buildings
and additions, Councillor Cynthia Lulham
announced at the council meeting Dec. 7.

Coming only a couple of hours after the
city’s annual tree lighting party, the news
could be considered by some as Santa
bearing gifts for residents, who have long
complained about delays for routine reno-
vations and the impact of major projects.

“We’re looking at streamlining the pro-

cedure if work is simple and straight for-
ward,” as in the case of windows.

On the other hand, she said, “we’re
studying ways to set up a public consulta-
tion process for new buildings or addi-
tions, and to help people work more
closely with the city’s Planning Advisory
Committee so they can move forward to-
gether.” Demolition procedures are also
under review.

The project is just getting underway,
and changes should be ready within the
year, she said.
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Happy Holidays
from our house to yours!

The Marie Sicotte Team
Marie, Jeannie, and Brodie
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It will be business as usual for West-
mount’s Public Security Unit once officers
are trained in the use of new telescopic
night sticks.

The measure was announced by city
council when the acquisition of 25 new ba-
tons was approved along with training in
their use from the provincial police acad-
emy, all at a cost of some $19,000. Council
also authorized the use of the batons.

Officers had been equipped for many
years with defence batons called PR-24
sticks. In March, however, they were re-
moved from service (see the Independent,
December 1, 2009, p. 1).

The city was advised that its PSOs were
not authorized to carry the PR-24 stick be-
cause “they were for the exclusive use of
police in crowd control,” explained Coun-
cillor Gary Ikeman, commissioner of Pub-
lic Security.

As a result, and following discussions
in October with the CSST (Quebec’s occu-
pational health and safety board), officers
were given new interim directives. These
included not patrolling parks after dark or
responding to calls involving panhandlers
or posing potential risk.

The complex issue of dealing with pan-
handlers was also raised at the meeting
and was explained as more of a social
issue than one of enforcing Westmount’s
existing nuisance by-law governing pan-
handling (see also the Independent, No-
vember 17, p. 1.)

Council meeting reports
From December 7 council meeting By Laureen Sweeney

Westmount taxpayers may be finding
out just before the holidays how much
they’ll be paying the city in 2010.

As long as Westmount can obtain its
“quote-part” for shared agglomeration ex-
penses in time, it may be able to present
the new budget December 21, Mayor Peter
Trent said at the council meeting. Laying
the groundwork, Councillor Tim Price
served notice of motion for the levying of
taxes “at a subsequent meeting.”

Trent said the city would be able to un-
veil its budget even though he would be
sitting on an ad hoc agglomeration budget
committee in early January to help final-
ize island-wide expenses. (See Independ-
ent, Dec. 1, p. 1).

This December timeframe, he later ex-
plained, would prevent the city having to
delay collection of its first installment of
taxes and meet its own agglomeration pay-
ments. The city collects Westmount’s taxes
as well as the portion going to the ag-
glomeration council, typically a 50-50
breakdown of some $40 million each, he
said.

Watch out for new parking restrictions
at five locations.

City council has banned parking en-
tirely on the west side of Academy Rd.
north of the arena to allow easier passage
for emergency vehicles. “This is being
done on a permanent basis,” said Coun-
cillor Patrick Martin in moving the resolu-
tion. Overnight parking between 11 pm
and 9 am had been permitted.

Changes at three other spots will be im-
plemented on a six-month trial.

These include the creation of a 10-
minute drop-off area for Roslyn School on
the east side of Grosvenor Ave., weekdays
from 7:30 am to 4 pm. Parking is prohib-
ited at all other times.

Another new 10-minute drop-off point
is outside Narnia preschool on the west
side of Melville Ave. at Academy Rd. This
goes into effect on weekdays from 8:15 to
8:45 am and 5:15 to 5:45 pm. Otherwise,
parking is prohibited.

The existing no-parking regulation on
the west side of Clarke Ave. between St.
Catherine and de Maisonneuve is to be re-
laxed on weekends from 9 am to 7 pm.
This follows a request from St. Léon
church. A similar request from the Ascen-
sion of Our Lord Church further north re-
mains under inspection.

As well, parking is to be limited to per-
mit holders on the east side of Redfern
Ave., between St Catherine and de
Maisonneuve, north from civic number
234. This results from a large amount of
commercial traffic.

Westmount’s Public Library Commit-
tee has a new member who was appointed
by city council.

She is Janet Boeckh, who chairs the
city’s McEntyre Creative Writing Compe-
tition, and will assume a three-year term.
The trustee positions are open to inter-
ested local residents.

Boeckh was selected from four other
applicants to fill the position of outgoing
trustee, Jean Williams. In the meantime,
Williams will remain on the committee in
an interim capacity until the return of
member Lily Lam, who is out of town.

Council also re-appointed the commit-
tee’s chair and longtime trustee, Marjorie
Gawley, to a one-year term.

The committee meets once a month to
help the library and liaise with the Friends
of the Library group, explained Councillor
Nicole Forbes, city council’s commis-
sioner of Culture and Library Services.
Forbes, Kathleen Duncan and Cynthia Lul-
ham are the three councillor trustees.

Public Security gets
new batons

All citizens to be polled on arena

Dec. 21 budget?Parking changes at
four spots

City names library
trustees

Come spring – as early as March – all
Westmounters can expect to receive a
mailing to explain the latest plan and cost
analysis of the arena/pool project, Mayor
Peter Trent told the council meeting.

“It will contain a coupon to get feed-in
from all Westmounters,” Trent said.

The strategy echoes one followed for
the refurbishment of the Westmount Pub-
lic Library 15 years ago during Trent’s first
mayoral term. But it differs from one
adopted by the former council which in-
tended to commission a company to con-
duct a telephone poll of some 800
residents on the project.

The latest arena update included the
announcement by Trent that over the next
few months, the city would be undertak-

ing “a needs assessment, traffic/parking
study and an operational cost projection.”

The new council was “changing the
project” while “making sure we don’t let
the grant slip through our fingers,” he
said, “We’re trying to do both.” Details
would come later. The city is receiving a
$20-million federal-provincial grant for the
projects estimated at a cost of more than
$30 million.

This gave rise to questions from one
resident concerning the amount of debt
load the city could shoulder over the arena
– ranging from $10 million to $20 million.
He likened the per capita debt to ap-
proaching Montreal’s, a claim disputed by
the mayor because this does not take ac-
tuarial deficit into consideration, he said.



By Laureen Sweeney

Two demolition hearings December 8
revolved around very different scenarios,
one of which was a request to tear down a
category II heritage-rated house at 20 Ab-
erdeen to create a side garden for an adja-
cent property.

The other concerned a home under ap-
proved renovation at 68 Summit Circle
which needed a demolition permit after
city inspectors found that 50 percent of the
masonry had been removed or crumbled.

City council’s Demolition Committee
ruled in favour of the request concerning
68 Summit Circle, chairman Patrick Mar-
tin told the Independent at press time Mon-
day. No decision has yet been reached in
the other case, he said.

While no objections had been filed by
interested parties, it was the request to de-
molish 20 Aberdeen that generated
lengthy discussion. This was based largely
on issues presented by the city’s Planning

Advisory Committee (PAC), which recom-
mended against the demolition.

These focused on sustainability and
heritage as well as the “gap” that would be
left in current streetscape.

Fits well with streetscape

Presenting the concerns of PAC, chair
Carole Scheffer said the 1932 house re-
flects the simple style of the Depression.
“It fits well in the streetscape and rhythm
of the street.” The house does not require
demolition which “goes against the spirit
of sustainable design.”

Scheffer later added that it was still vi-
able and re-usable, “which is the first tenet
of sustainability.”

Theodora Samiotis, one of three coun-
cillors on the demolition committee,
pressed for more answers to the sustain-
ability issue “because there’s nothing
wrong with the house.” On the other
hand, she pointed out, new
green space would be cre-
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The current council and former mayor
May Cutler are on the same page when it
comes to gun control. Both support the
current federal gun registry, and see a link
between the 20th anniversary of the École
Polytechnique massacre and its continua-
tion.

Cutler was the mayor of Westmount
when Marc Lépine killed 14 women at the
University of Montreal’s engineering
school on December 6, 1989. In the wake
of the slayings, she discontinued the leas-
ing of the Westmount arena to a gun
show.

Cutler is now advocating that Montreal
have a permanent park and museum ded-
icated to the problem of violence against
women. She is suggesting Île Notre Dame
as the site. In a statement circulated to
both French and English local media, she
wrote, “Montreal is the most natural place
for such a centre because ... it is in Mon-
treal that the most singular incident oc-
curred: 14 young women were murdered
in 20 minutes simply because they were
women.”

According to Cutler, the installation
would be unique too: “There are many
major world organizations fighting

against violence towards women, but there
is no great visual centre to dramatize it or
a place where access to information is
available.”

Cutler attended an event on December
6 at Parc Émilie Gamelin, near Berri
Square, that commemorated the mas-
sacre, but was disappointed by what she
perceived as a lack of anglos in attendance. 

Westmount’s current council agrees
that gun control should play a part in com-
memorating the tragedy. On December 7,
it voted unanimously to support the Que-
bec government’s opposition to private
member’s bill C-391, a federal parliamen-
tarian’s initiative to repeal the registry.

Councillor Victor Drury, speaking be-
fore the Westmount resolution’s passage,
explained that the high initial costs of set-
ting up the database have already been in-
curred and that it is now relatively
inexpensive to maintain. Other arguments
for keeping it include the reduction in
long-gun violence since its inauguration
and its popularity with chiefs of police.

Speaking to the Independent after the
council meeting, Cutler agreed. “There is
absolutely no reason for not registering a
gun.”

Cutler, council take aim at 
gun registry critics

Demolition hearings: 20 Aberdeen and 68 Summit Circle

Sustainability, heritage at issue
Hearing back

Public Security and parks
In “City stops park patrols at night”

(December 1, p. 1), we wrote that West-
mount’s Public Security Unit had stopped
patrolling parks at the end of October.

City director general Duncan Campbell
has since stated to the Independent that
some officers have been entering parks at
night, but the choice to do so or not has
been left to their discretion, given their
lack of a nightstick or a replacement.

When the new telescopic sticks are is-
sued to officers (see “Public Security gets
new batons”, p. 3), regular park patrols
will resume.

It is our understanding that Public Se-
curity issued a directive at the end of Oc-
tober to all its officers, which stated that
foot patrols in parks should only be un-
dertaken during daylight.

While the fact that some individual of-
ficers have been entering parks of their
own accord is newsworthy (and thus re-
produced here), reporter Laureen Sweeney
and I feel that it does not change the fact
that “patrols” in the normal sense of the
word stopped in October.

In reference to the final paragraph of
the same story, Campbell pointed out to
the Independent that TMR and its security

sub-contractor were required by the CSST
to make bulletproof vests available to their
officers, but have not equipped officers with
such protection.

We have since confirmed with TMR
that its vests are normally kept at the sta-
tion, and are not regularly worn or carried
in officers’ cars.

While the details of TMR’s practices
add to our understanding of that city’s
practices (and are thus reproduced here),
Laureen and I stand by her use of the word
“equip,” using it in the same sense as
“equipping” firefighters with fire boots,
helmets and other specialized parapher-
nalia, which firefighters do not necessar-
ily wear all the time, but have available to
them.

It also noteworthy that our story de-
scribed the CSST ruling and not the facts
on the ground in TMR., “The issue … has
resulted in a recent CSST ruling requiring
officers in the Town of Mount Royal to be
equipped with bulletproof vests.”

The CSST ruling, written in French,
uses the verb “fournir” to describe what
TMR’s subcontractor must do, which
would usually be translated as “furnish,”
or “equip.” DP

continued on p. 7



For all the respect paid to its heritage,
Westmount still is an evolving commu-
nity. Life more than goes on – it develops.
As 2009 ends, how are things changing?
Let’s take a lighter look as the year is fin-
ishing.

For instance, gardeners tell me it was
remarkable for the number of weekends
lost to rain. Nonetheless, city parks suf-
fered little, according to horticulturist
Claudette Savaria. “There was less water-
ing to do, though,” she admitted.

“New generations of aphids appeared
and the black spots on leaves were more
prolific.”

There was a lot of interest in making a
Sustainable Development Action Plan. It
is so large and comprehensive that setting
achievable priorities has become a task in
itself.

On the other hand, the Teen Centre
scored by taking on distribution of a
farmer’s produce to support local agricul-
ture. Thus it was in the forefront of volun-
teer responses toward creating a
sustainable community.

Politically, it was an election year and
residents brought back Peter Trent as
mayor; he had held office for 10 years be-
fore taking an eight-year time-out. There
were also four new councillors.

They promptly found themselves del-
uged in old problems for which there are
no ready answers: parking, panhandlers,
bike paths, dogs, pedestrian crossings,
street lights and a huge Montreal-arranged
debt, among them.

Meantime, the population quietly waits
for new proposals for the arena/pool proj-
ect, which was headed towards an unwel-
come $40-million estimate when last
presented.

On the other hand, there was joy when
the new mayor seemed to have brokered a
deal, so that instead of having to close, the
5 Saisons supermarket on Greene Ave.
might be re-born as part of a new develop-
ment.

The emotions generated over the po-
tential closing of the store and its plaza –
the nearest thing to a town square – were
amazing. The word is that the developer, a
local man, was pressured by neighbours
to reconsider his plans. Power of the peo-
ple!

Change can occur everywhere. For res-
idents of 4,724 homes, garbage collection
was reduced to once a week to make way
for a kitchen waste collection. As a result,
392 tonnes was sent for composting rather
than to landfill by the end of November.

Up on the Summit, an owl has made its

nest on an old oak tree on the west side.
In 2008, it moved elsewhere, but has now
returned to its original home – this time
with a mate.

“We’re hoping for a family next year,”
said noted Westmount bird-watcher Kyra
Emo, of Bird Protection Quebec.

She reported that the number of mi-
gratory birds was about the same as in re-
cent years, but notes that 2009 saw an
increase in the number of paliated wood-
peckers in the area.

“It’s the bird Woody Woodpecker was
based on – blasé about people, bigger than
a crow, with a red head and black and
white feathers,” Emo informed me. She
followed with the warning: “We mustn’t
keep cutting down trees that provide birds’
habitat.”

Migratory habits belong to many
human residents, too. “People are mainly
going south again for their winter es-
capes,” reported Maria Alpomare, man-
ager of Voyages Westmount on Victoria
Ave.

“Perhaps they are not staying as long as
in previous years, but they are definitely
thinking of travel again after holding back
following the economic situation. Cruises
are popular, particularly for the younger
market.

“Not so many are going to Europe; that
may be because of the H1N1 scare, but
that seems to be clearing up now.”

Of course, the swine flu was a concern
in every area. Because it has not been as
bad as some feared, it doesn’t mean that
the concern has totally disappeared.

The health authority established a clinic
in Alexis Nihon Plaza where 68,049 peo-
ple had been vaccinated by December 9.
The slick operation received a 90 percent
satisfaction rating from those surveyed.

The special clinics will close on De-
cember 18, but the vaccine will still be
available through conventional medical
channels. Last week, our CLSC-Metro
began visits to house-bound people, as
well as setting up for residents of Château
Westmount.

The clinic has now vaccinated students
and staff from most local public and pri-
vate schools.

But we don’t always recognize the part
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Civic Alert
Don Wedge

youth plays in community life. Over
10,000 people – mainly young – attend
classes at Dawson College. There are 2,500
evening students, but day attendance is
capped by the province at 7,500.

Leading the province

Nevertheless the CEGEP is booming: it
had 12,000 applicants for the places avail-
able in the 2009-10 academic year. This is
12 percent more than last year and made
the college the leader in Quebec.

Westmount’s private CEGEP, Maria-
nopolis, is now celebrating its centennial
and the second year of its return to the
Westmount Ave. location. The college’s
pre-university subjects have been supple-
mented by its first jazz diploma program.

The October lecture, in the centennial
series, by General Romeo Dallaire drew a
large audience, including many local resi-
dents, and enabled Marianopolis to
demonstrate its emergence as a commu-
nity resource.

Another 100-year-old institution is not
about to be celebrated! Yet the water net-
work still makes its essential deliveries.
Most of the 63.4 km network now belongs
to the city, and even the 12.7 km of pipes
owned by Montreal are maintained by
Westmount.

This city took over the distribution of
water in 2006. The following year, there
were 27 leaks, but this has steadily fallen
and there have been only 20, up until De-
cember 10 this year.

Unlike the water, the 59.1 km sewage
system has belonged to Westmount since
its installation. Problems are fewer as

maintenance has been a higher priority.
Also pipes have been lined to give them a
new life-span.

But whatever trends establish them-
selves, we have to face winter. It’s back, as
we found out last week. That means snow
has to be moved from our 51 km of streets
and 103 km of sidewalks.

Although 2009 began with a 72 cm
snow challenge (January average 53 cm),
it was an almost snowless spring with only
3.8 cm in March and April combined (av-
erage 39 cm).

The normal year brings 225 cm, but
until the end of November, the total was
only 116 cm. Even with about 23 cm last
week, it will take some large snowfalls in
the final few days of December to main-
tain the average.

Perhaps we are already into the effects
of global warming. Thoughts of the dra-
matic changes that it could bring can wait
till 2010.

Citizen activist Don Wedge thanks all the
busy Westmounters who helped compile this

report and contributed to the columns
throughout the year.

A lighter look at the year just closing

Goodbye 2009! Changes and trends from the year gone by

4000 The Boulevard, Westmount
(Bus numbers 124 & 66)

Tel: (514) 486-1165

www.mountainsideunited.ca
��

Mountainside United Church

Christmas at Mountainside
Sunday, December 20th 11a.m. Advent IV

December 24th 8 p.m.
Christmas Eve Family Service

Pageant /Communion
Crib Corner & Children’s Church

Teen Group & Youth Band
Minister: The Rev. John R. Forster

Director of Music: Margaret de Castro
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By Isaac Olson, with staff files

During December 9’s snowstorm, an
unmanned recycling truck careened down
Church Hill and, after destroying a lamp-
post and slamming into St. Matthias An-
glican Church, landed on top of a parked
car that had been vacated only moments
before.

No one was injured in the accident, but
plenty of hairs were raised as the potential
for catastrophe left some people counting
their blessings this holiday season.

According to police, who cannot name
those involved, the driver set the freight
truck’s brakes at about 5:40 pm and got
out of the vehicle to collect recycling.
That’s when things went awry.

Adelbert Pimentel, police station 12’s
community officer, said evidence indicates
the truck slid down the steep hill made
slippery by the weather. Upon interroga-
tion of the driver, who had a valid license
and insurance, the investigating officer de-
termined the brakes were locked and there
was no sign of criminal negligence or
other violations, Pimentel said.

To determine if it was a brake failure,

the truck would need to be inspected by
mechanics and, at this point, police have
no reason to take the investigation to that
level, he said.

Too close for comfort

“There was this horrific sound,” re-
counts Reverend Kenneth Near, who was
working in the church’s administrative of-
fice when the truck hit. “I didn’t know
what it was. I thought for sure the second
coming was coming early.”

The truck jumped the curb and thread
the small sidewalk space between the
parked car and the church before slam-
ming into its northeast wall, said Near. It
hit with such force, he continued, the
backend of the truck lifted off the ground,
shifted over and landed on top of the car.

When Near opened the door onto
Church Hill, the truck was a few feet from
his nose. With red hydraulic fluid splat-

tered across the white snow like blood and
a large recycling truck perched on top of a
car, Near said he was immediately con-
cerned.

“I thought someone might be hurt,”
said Near. “I ran, looked in the cab and
there was nobody there. I was shocked.”

About a minute before the accident
happened, Near said a woman who cleans
part of the church facility was arguing with
her young son. The boy wanted to stay in
the car and play video games. She told him
it was too cold and brought him inside.

Moments later, said Near, her Honda
was underneath the recycling truck.

“It was a remarkable thing in every
way,” he observed. “If it had been a half a
meter over, it would have come into my of-
fice.”

The damage

Near, who has already

Second coming?

Unmanned recycling truck slams into St. Matthias

continued on p. 29

The truck and the car meet.



ated by the demolition.
The PAC had approved the replace-

ment landscaping plan presented by ar-
chitect Bruce Anderson.

On the issue of sustainability, the
owner of 68 Summit Circle, Jay Bassila,
appealed to the assembly to be allowed to
carry out work to more fully protect the ex-
terior of the home so it would not deterio-
rate until a demolition permit might be
issued – and the 30-day appeal process ex-
hausted. He was told he could do so.

Concerning 20 Aberdeen, Scott Jones,
who already owned and was extensively
renovating the house next door at 26 Ab-
erdeen, said he had seized the opportunity
to purchase 20 Aberdeen in July to create
a garden. It would allow for unblocking
windows on the south side of his house
which now open onto the brick wall of 20
Aberdeen.

Demolition Committee member Kath-
leen Duncan asked if the house were al-
lowed to be demolished, could the vacant
lot then be used to build another home or
for adding an extension to the one next
door. “It would have to be approved, but it
is possible,” replied Joanne Poirier, the
city’s Urban Planning director.

In presenting a comprehensive case for
demolition, architect Anderson pointed to
a precedent-setting example on upper Ar-
gyle in 2002. He also presented seven let-
ters from neighbours supporting the
demolition.

He pointed out that the loss of the
house was not likely to lower the city’s tax
revenue because extensive renovations
from 26 Aberdeen would probably in-
crease the combined valuation.

“We’re going to have to wrestle with all
this,” stated Councillor Patrick Martin,
who chairs the Demolition Committee, as
the three retreated behind closed doors for
initial deliberation.

Interestingly, historical research on the
property by the city showed it had once be-
longed to 18 Aberdeen, the house to the
south. 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 15-16, 2009 – 7

Decisions pending in demolitions

20 Aberdeen Ave., with 26 Aberdeen next door to the north. 68 Summit Circle under renovation.

continued from p.4

Rendering of 68 Summit Circle showing the new facade after the construction.

Hogg Hardware is moving,
not changing

YES, we will still have:
Paint • Keys • Tools • Barbecues

• Screws & Nails • Stationery • Salt
• Firewood • Kitchenware & Household

items • Batteries, flashlights & more!

YES, we will be open to serve you:
– Until Dec. 24: 4833 Sherbrooke St. W. (current location)
– Interim (Dec. 28 to mid-May): 5128 Sherbrooke St. W.

(corner Vendôme, near À Votre Santé)
– New (grand opening in May 2010): 4855 Sherbrooke

St. W. (corner Victoria, old SAQ location)

Same telephone number throughout: (514) 934-4644

No change to our Nuns’ Island location: 7 Place du Commerce – (514) 761 444151
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Campbell Cohen Worsoff
Avocats

Barristers and Solicitors

ESTATE LITIGATION

WILLS AND ESTATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS

215 Redfern, suite 118
Westmount, QC H3Z 3L5
Tel: 514 937-9445 Fax 514 937-2580
mworsoff@canadavisa.com
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Happy
Holidays

To our
amazing

customers!!!

322 Victoria Avenue
514 369 4799

Ushering in the yuletide

Mayor Peter Trent threw the switch to light the
Christmas tree outside city hall December 7.

At the Christmas meeting of the Westmount Horticultural Society, December 8, Denis D’Etcheverry of
Flore demonstrates the art of creating topiary and decorating for Christmas. The event took place at the
Westmount Lawn Bowling Clubhouse.

The city council chamber was over-
flowing with children and parents as well
as others at the indoor start to the annual
Christmas Tree Lighting Party on Decem-
ber 7. After a number of seasonal games,

the group moved outside to watch the
lights turn on and sing carols with the
Harmonia Westmount choir. A party fol-
lowed at the adjacent Lawn Bowling Club-
house.

Horticultural society gets decorating tips

Longstanding tradition: This was the scene in the council chamber two hours before the regular
meeting.
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JU
ST

LIS
TED

Westmount
492 Strathcona Ave.

Westmount
426 Wood Ave.

JU
ST

LIS
TED

$1,425,000 – “On the flat” $2,455,000 – “At the park”

I would like to take this
opportunity to wish all of my
dear clients, friends & family
a most joyous & relaxing &
healthy holiday season!

I thank you all for making
2009 a special year for me!

For those of you who have not
yet joined my family of very
satisfied clients, you are
invited to do so.



The winner of the SWAT charity tour-
nament that took place between Decem-
ber 3 and 6 at the Westmount arena was
The Gazette team which beat Lasalle 5-0.
The semi-finals had Lasalle beat Pointe
Claire 3-1, and The Gazette beat Kirkland
1-0.

The annual Ken Sinclair Sportsman-
ship Trophy was presented to Karin
Marks, former Westmount mayor and for-
mer chair of the suburban mayors, after
the tournament. She was recognized for
her continued support of SWAT's efforts
and for securing a $20 million grant for a
new recreation centre.

“She was always a good supporter of
the tournament while she was there,” said
Howard Hoppenheim, SWAT trustee.

Fundraising efforts included soliciting
Westmount retailers, professionals and
other corporate sponsors to purchase ads
in the SWAT program brochure. There

was also a silent auction and raffle. 
The raffle for Montréal Canadiens

Michael Cammalleri’s hockey sweater
raised over $1,000, said Hoppenheim, but
the total amount raised from the tourna-
ment is still being calculated.

“It’s always tough in a tournament with
eight teams because there’s only one win-
ner and everybody else who doesn’t win,"
said Jim West, SWAT co-chair. “But the
bottom line is, the hospitals won from this
one. That’s all it is. It’s about the
fundraiser and having fun. So, it worked
out really well.”

Marilynn Vanderstaay was working in
her home office on December 10, until
fumes from an idling truck outside made
it impossible to do so. 

The fourth-floor apartment dweller told
the Independent that the offending vehicle

was outside her St. Catherine St. building
for over an hour. She contacted Public Se-
curity, but reports that she was told that
there is “no law that can stop [vehicles]
from idling in winter.”

Another resident of lower Westmount,
who didn’t wish to be identified, was told
the same thing last month.

The Independent contacted Public Secu-
rity director Richard Blondin, who ex-
plained that there is an exception to
Westmount anti-idling law that allows the
practice when it is colder than -10°C.
(Other exceptions include emergency ve-
hicles and the idling of taxis in the winter-
time.)

According to the National Climate Data
and Information Archive’s website, the
coldest temperature in Montreal on De-
cember 10 was -4.3°C.

Regarding the apparent confusion in
his department over when the exception
applies, Blondin said “We’ll correct it.”

10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 15-16, 2009

Comin’ Up

$15This is a fundraising project of The Rotary Club of Westmount.
All proceeds go to its projects – here and around the world...

Now �vailable!

2010
Westmount
Calendar
12 unique colour photos
of Westmount scenes

An ideal holiday
gift for family
or friends

�vailable at﹕
Hogg Hardware, 4833 Sherbrooke St. W.
Westmount YMCA, 4585 Sherbrooke St. W.
Manoir Westmount, 4646 Sherbrooke St. W.
Scotia Bank, 1326 Greene Avenue
Westmount Stationery, 4887 Sherbrooke St. W.
Westmount Independent, 310 Victoria Ave., #105

Update on SWAT tournament

We wish our very good friends,
the residents at The 4300, a
Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas
and a great New Year!

Email: ja.na.coop@sympatico.ca
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Idling is illegal except...

Wednesday, December 16

• Community Chanukah Celebration can-
dle lighting at city hall, 5:30 pm, then at
the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim
(450 Kensington Ave.) at 6 pm. All wel-
come.

• Mary Soderstrom leads the Atwater Book
Club in a discussion of Lives of the Saints
by Nino Ricci. Atwater Library (1200 At-
water Ave.), 7:30 pm. Free, everyone wel-
come.

Thursday, December 17

The Robert Harvie photographic album
presented by Doreen Lindsay of the West-
mount Historical Association, 7 to 9 pm at
the Westmount Library. Free for members;
$5 for non-members at the door. Info:
514.989.5510.

Friday, December 18

• TGIF at Centre Greene, 6 pm to 8:30 pm.
Dinner, games and fun. Cost: $12 drop in
or $70 for the season. Ages 6 to 12 years.
Info: www.centregreene.com or call
514.931.6202.
• Chanukah at Temple Emanu-El Beth
Sholom, family dinner, 6 pm. Cost: $25,
adult temple members, $36 non mem-
bers; $20, university students with ID (up
to 22 yrs); $12 children (under 12). Bring
your own wine. Reserve: Anita at
514.937.3575, ext. 212.

Monday, December 21

• Pre-holiday mini camp at Centre Greene
for ages 5-12. Also on December 22 and
23. Cost: $25 per day. Register:
514.931.6202. Info: www.centregreene.
org.
• Council meeting, 8 pm at city hall.

Westmount Park
United Church

4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W
corner Lansdowne

(514) 937-1146

Christmas Service -
Saturday,December 19th

4:30 at p.m.
Christmas Eve Carol
Service - Thursday,

December 24th
at 7:30 p.m.

Rev. Frank Giffen, Minister
Children welcome

Come relax and enjoy
worship & warm fellowship

at WPUC.
Check out our website at:

www.westmountparkuc.org

Christmas at St.Matthias’
Anglican Church
Sunday December 20

Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:30am Sung Eucharist
Thursday December 24

Christmas Eve
5:00pm Children & Family Pageant

with Jazz Ensemble
10:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve

Service with Traditional Carols
Friday December 25

Christmas Day
10:30am Christmas Day Eucharist

with Chamber Orchestra
St. Matthias’ Anglican Church

131 Cote St. Antoine Rd.
(corner Metcalfe in Westmount)

Bus 24, 104, 138 to Sherbrooke & Metcalfe stop –
walk one block North
514-933-4295

Rector: The Reverend Kenneth M. Near
Music Director: John Wiens

Come
and Worship
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Liking it uncensored

Ms. Tarnowska, the neighbourhood
squirrels can rest assured that your bed-
room curtains will go up eventually, once
you’ve scratched most things off your to-
do-list. (Most of us use them for decorative
purposes anyway.) They should only be so
lucky you’re wearing underwear, even if
they’re on inside out! 

Looking forward to reading your next
uncensored article. 

Peggy Chelhot, Summit Circle

Vaccine mega marketing

In Dr. Yoanna Skrobik’s letter (Novem-
ber 17, p. 8), her uncalled-for remarks con-
cerning “yoga techniques or mushroom
extract” having never changed the course
of lethal, infectious disease is, of course,
unfounded.

Time and statistics of many countries
have shown remarkable cures through
naturopathy and yoga as a living science.

The Glengarry News of Alexandria, On-
tairo in its August 19 issue stated in a well-
researched letter by Heidi Johl of the
alarming side effects of the squalene ad-
juvant in most vaccines.

This is “side-stepped” purposely by
medical reps speaking of the flu vaccine as
a must for one and all.

Big pharma has, as per usual, enor-
mous profits to glean.

It’s mega marketing all the way. Heidi
Johl lists much vital information on vac-
cines and side effects, which can be mis-
diagnosed when, months to several years
after vaccination, serious symptoms
emerge, but again, rarely are traced to vac-
cines and the squalene immune adjuvant.

These are: rheumatoid arthritis, au-
toimmune disorders, multiple sclerosis,
lupus and others. A very sobering revela-
tion.

Tracer techniques were used that
showed the effects routinely entered the
brain following vaccination.

“The squalene is a reckless experiment
by public health officials, and the govern-
ment funds it with a chunk of our tax dol-
lars,” to quote Johl in her letter.

Douglas Fales, Clarke Ave.

Beware of ‘Trojan’ grant

If it were not so tragic for the pocket-
book of Westmount citizens, it could be
written as a comedy.

Newly acclaimed Mayor Trent an-
nounced at a December 7 council meeting
that a new series of studies would be un-
dertaken to determine the city’s needs for
a Mega Sports Arena along with traffic and
parking issues that will be created by such

a project. 
Wow! All of this is being done (paid for

by the taxpayers again) after the previous
administration led by Karin Marks already
committed to pay Lemay & Associates $1.3
million of taxpayers’ dollars for architec-
tural plans for this project. We do not have
to add in the other additional costs already
incurred for soil testing, time spent by
Public Works employees, etc. to call this
double “backasswords.” Sadly, Mayor
Trent, I am sure you understand that
proper feasibility and need studies should
have been undertaken by the previous ad-
ministration before they spent one dollar
of taxpayers’ money on this citizen-divid-
ing, poorly-located ice palace project.

All of this should be considered to-
gether with the difficult financial times
people are facing and with the recent re-
port in the December 9 The Suburban, stat-
ing: “During last Monday’s city council
meeting, Westmount Mayor Peter Trent
warned his city to get ready for a new tax.”

The citizens of Westmount should
know that the new tax* that Mayor Trent
is talking about, scheduled for 2010, has
nothing to do with the building of a new
Mega Sports Arena, which will not be free.
Do the math. Even with the government
grants there will be an approximate addi-
tional $20 million needed to pay for the
Mega Sports Palace, which the taxpayers
will have to come up with, and this can
only lead to new tax increases in addition
to the one that the mayor is referring to.
In other words the government grants can
be looked at as a “Trojan horse.”

Mayor Trent, it is unfortunate that sev-
eral members of the Marks council who
have already approved many aspects of the
proposed Mega Sports Project and who are
presently serving on your council are in-
volved in your new feasibility and need
studies. As you are well aware these stud-
ies will require independent organizations
and individuals in order to be considered
valid and reliable.

The people of Westmount should not
have their children and grandchildren pay-
ing for this very large potential debt, which
will be with them for generations, and this
is in addition to the many Westmount cit-
izens who are presently struggling to
make ends meet.

Larry Klepper, St. Catherine St.

*Ed.’s note: To the best of my memory, and
the memory of two other witnesses (one of
whom is Mayor Trent himself), Trent said
nothing at the December 7 council about mu-
nicipal tax rates increasing in 2010. He has
since stated that the Westmount portion of
municipal taxes (about half) might increase
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Letters to the Editor

by inflation (i.e. 1 to 2 percent). Regarding
the agglom portion of municipal taxes (the
other half), he had no information as of De-
cember 11, when I contacted him.

Spin for Teens raises $ 

It was a sunny Sunday morning for a
fall day, and although it was the type of day
I would usually have been spending out-
side, I had actually been looking forward
to spending it inside for many days lead-
ing up to it. Two fellow Westmount Mas-
ters swimmers, Ilka Lowensteyn and Mike
McMurray, and I were joining over 300 en-
thusiastic spinners at the annual Spin for
Teens fundraising event organized by the
McGill Cardiovascular Health Improve-
ment Program (CHIP).  

The CHIP fundraising spinathon sup-
ports an intensive nine-week health and
lifestyle comprehensive summer program
for teenagers suffering from obesity and
at risk of premature cardiovascular disease
or diabetes. The program helps teens
achieve a healthy weight, incorporate
physical activity into daily living, improve
body image, increase self-esteem and fit-
ness and energy levels, and make healthier
food choices. 

To the beats and sounds of our own DJ,
and with the cheers from participants and
encouragement from our coaches, we
each spun for a grueling one and a half to
three hours.

Let’s not forget the similar effort in put-
ting together such an event; just imagine
the logistics of gathering over 300 station-
ary bikes at the Mansfield Athletic Club
(MAA)! These bikes came from various
gyms around town, including some from
our very own Westmount YMCA. Thank-
fully and to the pleasure of all, our sweaty
efforts were rewarded by a warm shower
and a nutritious meal sponsored and pre-
pared by the staff at the MAA. Again this
year, we can proudly boast that the event
was sold out and raised a total of $80,000!

So, if you don’t want to miss out on the
fun next year, hurry up and sign up at
www.chiprehab.com.

Gaëlle Dyèvre, Grosvenor Ave.

On bike paths, Westmount

should catch up with

Montreal

Bicycling is part of the solution to com-
bat climate change. Each person cycling
rather than driving to work or school cuts
emissions by nearly 1 tonne per year. De-
spite cycling’s importance, Westmount
city council decided to once again close the
2-km de Maisonneuve bike path for the
winter and reinstate parking between At-

water and Greene. Ironically, the path clo-
sure on December 7 coincided with the
start of the Copenhagen Conference on
Climate Change.

The Westmount bike path is a key link
in the Montreal network and is the sole
safe access to Montreal’s network from
boroughs to the west. Westmount is not
only discouraging cycling but is also cre-
ating a safety hazard for cyclists who must
now ride out into traffic to avoid parked
cars as they leave the Ville Marie path at
Atwater.

Council’s justification* for closing the
path is that past councils must have had a
good reason for previous closures and the
new council is too busy with more impor-
tant issues to reconsider the question.

One councillor indicated that cycling
without plastic posts along the path could
be unsafe, however Montreal has similar
layouts in parts of its 500 km of paths,
which it considers safer for cyclists than
no path at all.

Contrary to Westmount, neighbouring
Montreal actively promotes winter cycling.
In 2007, Montreal opened its winter net-
work called the Reseau Blanc, which now
totals 35 km. There are now an estimated
20,000 winter cyclists in Montreal.

Many major cities in North America
and Europe have recognized the important
contribution of cycling to reducing carbon
emissions. Those cities have all invested
significantly over the past 10 years, which
has led to a rapid growth in cycling along
with the associated environmental bene-
fits. Unfortunately, Westmount has not
promoted cycling since the de Maison-
neuve path was opened 17 years ago.

Council should reconsider its decision
to reinstate parking on the bike path, and
should actively promote and invest in cy-
cling during its mandate.

Daniel Lambert, Lansdowne Ave.

*Ed.’s note: Without taking sides on the
merits of his case, I think Councillor Patrick
Martin did explain a reason at the December
7 council meeting for not having a winter bike
path. According to him, the pylons used to de-
marcate the summer path are not designed for
winter use and he considers having an un-de-
marcated, two-way path on a one-way street
(de Maisonneuve) to be dangerous.

Pro-Kiely, anti ‘Hummer

house’

I would like to add my voice to that of
my neighbour Maureen Kiely in her letter
to the Independent last week (“City should
scrutinize mega-houses”, p. 4) protesting
the proposal for construction of what
amounts to a monster house (of a sort also



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 15-16, 2009 – 13

referred to as a “Hummer” house) at 3283
Cedar Ave.

This proposed construction is inSector
7 of the Westmount “Master Plan”, which
was reaffirmed in 2007 after the demerger.
Sector 7 has been designated to be of “Ex-
ceptional Value” within the northeast “Ar-
chaeological Heritage” area and 87 percent
of the addresses within it qualify as Cate-
gory I or Category II homes. Category I
homes “doivent être conservé à perpétuité.”
The current proposal is for the replace-
ment of the Category I house at 3283
Cedar Ave. that was unlawfully demol-
ished by the owners.

The same Westmount Master Plan
states that “With growing development
pressures, Westmount’s heritage build-
ings are threatened by demolition and in-
appropriate modifications as well as by
new construction … Westmount wants to
ensure that heritage buildings are pre-
served from demolition and are not inap-
propriately modified, to prevent
incoherent insertions in existing built-up
areas … To that effect, the City plans to: …
investigate the possibility of implement-
ing a control on the maximum volume or
floor area of a building to prevent addi-
tions or new buildings that are out of scale
with the rest of the street.”

It seems to me that the Westmount has
not lived up to its Master Plan in that (1)
its oversight failed to prevent the wanton
destruction of a Category I home and (2)

in now allowing* an “incoherent inser-
tion” into our building area to reach the
stage of public hearings. It is my under-
standing that the Demolition Committee
is proceeding* with public hearings de-
spite the lack of a green light from the
Planning Advisory Committee, which
oversees the PIIA.

Why is public money and time being
wasted on such a process? Is Westmount
abandoning implementation of its Master
Plan via the PIIA? Does the PIIA apply to
my window replacements, but not to
multi-million dollar construction projects?
What do citizens have to do to make the
city fulfill its responsibilities?

Gael Fraser-Tytler, The Boulevard

* Ed.’s note: It is not my understanding
that, at this time, the city is “allowing” any-
thing or “proceeding with” anything (other
than a legally required review process). In
most cases, the approval process in West-
mount for a greenlighted building project will
pass through four steps: review by the city’s
Board of Inspections (for technical compli-
ance), review by the city’s Planning Advisory
Committee, or PAC, (for aesthetic compli-
ance, including reference to Site Planning &
Architectural Integration or PIIA), approval
(or non-approval) by city council and is-
suance of a permit by the city administration.
Given this project’s history, the review process
will be more complex. It is our understanding
that the building at 3283 Cedar Ave. is gone,
but was not legally demolished. For this rea-
son and unlike, say, a greenfields project, any
proposed replacement building must also be
approved by the Demolition Committee in
law, even though the demolition has already
taken place in fact. As part of a usual Demo-
lition Committee process, the proposed re-
placement building will be reviewed by the
Board of Inspections and PAC, and then by

the Demolition Committee, which can decide
to approve a proposal (or deny the request). I
spoke to Councillor Patrick Martin, the Dem-
olition Committee chairman, who points out
that the city has in fact decided nothing re-
garding the proposed building as yet and has
done nothing, except begin its review at the
request of the owner, as it is required to do by

More letters

Smile, you’re on Google Street View

A gander at the Westmount arena through the wonders of Google Street View
would indicate that there’s nothing to do except hurry up and wait until a new arena
is built.

Smoke break, anyone?
Matt Cundill, Winnipeg

View of entrance into the arena, as captured by Google Street View.

Looking west on de Maisonneuve, near the corner of Atwater.

law. While PAC has looked at the project
(and, as reported in last week’s Independent,
had not – as of that date – made a favourable
recommendation), it is an advisory body and
not a decision-making one. So, regardless of
the merits or weaknesses of the proposed build-
ing, the city has only reacted to a resident’s re-
quest for a new permit and initiated its review
process. Of course, the three letters we have re-
ceived are still very welcome, as would letters
be with different viewpoints. To dialogue with
the actual decision-makers, though, interested
parties should make their views known in
writing to the Demotion Committee and/or
attend the demolition meeting itself (the date
of which has not yet been announced).

Pro-Lulham, pro-Kiely

Your lead letter (“City should scrutinize
mega-houses”, p. 4)) in the latest issue
could have been written by me or many of
my neighbours.

My sympathy and empathy to the
writer, Maureen Kiely. The phrases refer to
many places now apparent around West-
mount which include massive reconstruc-
tion, demolition of Category I homes,
devastating tree destruction and new gi-
gantesque homes that dwarf the sur-
rounding ones and obstruct

property-enhancing views and light. And
she is correct in saying many Westmoun-
ters know the scrutiny of obtaining per-
mits to replace windows, plumbing or
fences, yet these mammoth extensions, or
rebuilding that do not fit into the character
of the areas, are granted permission to
proceed.

On a more positive note, in the Civic
Alert column of the same issue (“Consul-
tation to be required before permits for
new construction”), Councillor Lulham
now agrees that neighbours need to know
what will happen to their neighbourhood,
so the past secrecy needs to be abolished.

I applaud Ms. Lulham in saying that
she wishes to “maintain the heritage val-
ues and quality of life.” Unfortunately, this
is too late for Ms. Kiely’s neighbours, as
well as many others in our city. But it is
through communication such as these let-
ters that we can help to ensure the protec-
tion of our neighbourhoods, environment
and quality of life. As the saying goes, bet-
ter late than never.

I trust the newly elected council will
protect the environment, the neighbour-
hood character and the “feel” of our pre-
cious Westmount community.
Lesley Aiton Spevack, Lexington Ave.
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More than
just closets...

A unique selection
of fun & practical

gifts for the holidays

au printemps
4872 sherbrooke west

514.488.0584

Holiday
Gift Ideas

LCC shares with Share the Warmth

Trafalgar’s School’s choir sang for the Trafalgar “Old Girls” (a term used to describe Traf’s alumnae)
who reside at Place Kensington. From left, Peggy-Jean (Ross) Thomas ’44, Grace (Phillips) Hancock
’41, Valerie (Ker) McRobie ’37, Dorothy (Hunter) Weaver ’38 and Jehanne (Languedoc) Warwick ’33.
The student choristers are in grades 8 to 11.

Traf sings for alumnae at Place K

This year again, grade 9, 10 and 11 Lower Canada College (LCC) students held a food drive to support
Share the Warmth. At press time, they had filled 70 boxes of food. Westmount Moving Company was
slated to pick up and drop off the food the week of December 14. From left, Westmounters Jamie
Rabinovitch, Francesca Calabrese, Reilly O’Connor, St. Lazare resident Marcia McCrudden and
Westmounters Aidan Potter and Laurence Levy.
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ÉVÉNEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES 
Floralies des Fêtes
Rendez-vous au Conservatoire pour l'exposition de
poinsettias. Ces floralies se poursuivront pendant
toute la période des Fêtes.

Fête de la Hannoukah
La Ville de Westmount, le Temple Emanu-El-Beth
Sholom et la Congrégation Shaar Hashomayim
désirent inviter toute la communauté à une fête de
la Hannoukah le mercredi 16 décembre. Joignez-
vous à nous pour la cérémonie de l’illumination des
chandelles à l’hôtel de ville de Westmount à 17 h 30
suivie d’une fête communautaire au Shaar
Hashomayim, 450, rue Kensington à compter 
de 18 h. Info : 514 989-5265.

TRAVAUX PUBLICS
Déneigement
Ne jamais placer la neige venant des entrées
privées sur les rues, ruelles et trottoirs publics. Il
est possible d'ajouter aux bancs de neige existants

avant les opérations de déneigement, mais il faut
toujours s'assurer que les trottoirs et la voie
publique ne sont pas obstrués. Autant les
propriétaires que les entrepreneurs sont passibles
d'amendes en cas de non respect du règlement. Info : 
514 989-5311.

Collecte d’ordures
Veuillez noter qu’il n’y aura pas de collecte
d’ordures les vendredis 25 décembre et 1er janvier.
Exceptionnellement, elle aura lieu DDEUX JOURS
PLUS TÔT, soit les mercredis 23 décembre et 30
décembre, à la même heure que d’habitude.
L’horaire de collecte des matières recyclables, ainsi
que des résidus alimentaires et de jardinage,
demeure INCHANGÉ.

Arbres de Noël
Participez à la cueillette des arbres de Noël en le
plaçant sur votre terrain à l’arrière du trottoir les
jours de semaine à compter du 5 janvier. Assurez-
vous de dépouiller l’arbre de TOUTES décorations,
emballages ou sacs de plastique. Nous vous prions
également de faire preuve de patience en raison du
déneigement et des autres tâches pouvant retarder la
cueillette. Info : 514 989-5311.

Westmount, à votre portée. Pour toute question ou commentaire, veuillez nous contacter : www.westmount.org
Westmount at your fingertips. Contact us with any comment or question: assistance@westmount.org

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Holiday Flower Show
Enjoy the display of poinsettias in the Conservatory,
continuing throughout the holiday season.

Chanukah Party
The City of Westmount, Temple Emanu-El-Beth
Sholom and Congregation Shaar Hashomayim
invite the entire Westmount community to a
celebration of Chanukah on Wednesday, December
16. Join us for the candle-lighting at 5:30 pm at
City Hall, followed by traditional Chanukah
activities, music and treats, at the Shaar
Hashomayim,  450 Kensington St. West as of 6 p.m.
Info: 514 989-5265.

PUBLIC WORKS
Snow Removal
Snow from private driveways and walkways must
never be placed on public sidewalks, lanes or
streets. During snow loading, snow may be added to
the existing snowbanks prior to removal, but this

snow must never obstruct the public roadways or
sidewalks. Fines may be levied on home owners
and/or contractors who violate these regulations.
Info: 514 989-5311.

Garbage Collection
There will be no garbage collection on Friday,
December 25 and Friday, January 1. Exceptionally,
garbage collection for affected streets will instead
take place TTWO DAYS EARLIER on the preceding
Wednesdays, December 23 and December 30 at the
same time of day. Please note that the dates and
times for recycling and kitchen and garden waste
collection remain UNCHANGED.

Christmas Trees
Christmas tree collection will begin on January 5.
Make sure your tree gets composted by placing it
right behind the sidewalk at the front of your
property at any time. You must remove ALL
decorations, wrapping or plastic bags. Please be
patient, as collection is ongoing and it may take
several days before the tree is picked up, especially
during snow removal. Info: 514 989-5311.

Décembre 2009 December 2009 Janvier 2010 January 2010

Lundi 
21
Monday

Mardi 
22
Tuesday

Mercredi
23
Wednesday

Jeudi
24
Thursday

Vendredi
25
Friday

Samedi
26
Saturday

Dimanche
27
Sunday

Lundi
28
Monday

Mardi
29
Tuesday

Mercredi
30
Wednesday

Jeudi
31
Thursday

Vendredi
01
Friday

Samedi 
02
Saturday

Dimanche
03
Sunday

Lundi 
04
Monday

Hôtel de ville
et administration
City Hall and
administration

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

8 h 30 -
16 h 30 Fermé

Closed

8 h 30 -
16 h 30

8 h 30 -
16 h 30 Fermé

Closed

Bibliothèque
Library

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

Fermé
Closed

10 h -
17 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

Fermé
Closed

10 h -
17 h

10 h -
21 h

Conservatoire
Conservatory

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
14 h 45

Fermé
Closed

10 h -
17 h

10 h -
17 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
21 h

10 h -
14 h 45

Fermé
Closed

10 h -
17 h

10 h -
17 h

10 h -
21 h

Aréna
Arena

8 h -
21 h 45

12 h -
21 h 45

8 h -
21 h 45

8 h -
17 h

Fermé
Closed

12 h -
20 h

8 h -
21 h 45

8 h -
21 h 45

12 h -
21 h 45

8 h -
21 h 45

8 h -
17 h

Fermé
Closed

12 h -
20 h

8 h -
21 h 45

8 h -
21 h 45

Victoria Hall 
et la galerie
Victoria Hall
and The Gallery

Fermés
Closed

Police – PDQ 12 
Police Station 12

Tous les jours de 9 h à 19 h
Every day from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Heures d'ouverture pendant le temps des Fêtes Opening Hours during Holidays

Westmount vous informe...Westmount vous informe...

Westmount Page

www.westmount.org
info : 514 989-5200

Vol. 3/24
Publié par Westmount   Published by Westmount
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Sandra Albornoz

Lucette Hivon

Tania Kalecheff

Marie-Josée Larue

Pina Pizzi Linda Robertson Dominique Rolland Caroline Rouleau

Natalia Bélanger Ron Benveniste Bunny Berke Nadia Chidean Danielle Cohen

Evi Ho

Bobbie Lubin Kitman

Chelsea Lax
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RE/MAX WES  
1314 Greene •  

5673 Monkland •  
Chartered real estate broker – independently owned and operated

Meilleurs Vœux

Joyeux Noël

Bonne et Heureuse Année



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 15-16, 2009 – 17

 

 

 

 

    

     

 

  

 

            

Holiday Greetings

Merry Christmas

Happy New Year

Marline Datus

Peggie Hopkins

Sylvie Lafrenière

Joseph Marovitch

Randi White Stephanie Wuethrich André Campeau
Broker/Owner

Joyce Faughnan
Broker/Owner

Joanne De Seve Alain Duriez Brian Dutch Lillian Engels Donna Hinchcliff

Esti Jedeikin

Anne-Marie Larue

Anna Peras

 TMOUNT INC.
  • 514 933-6781

  • 514 482-3347
    dependently owned and operated
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‘Angels’ welcome Westmounters to Jewish General Hospital gala
The frocks were floor-length and fabu-

lous at the Jewish General Hospital (JGH)
Angel Ball held on November 5 at Marché
Bonsecours. The event was created to cel-
ebrate the life of its namesake, Natalie
Ann Toussaint Angelopoulos, who sadly
lost her battle with breast cancer.

Established in 2005, the memorial fund
was created to provide financial support
and funding for cancer research and pa-
tient care. The gala honoured two-time
cancer survivor Susan Wener, attending
with hubby Jonathan. Susan looked sen-
sational in a simple black gown.

Honorary co-chairs were Denis Desau-
tels, Michèle Dionne, Leo Kolber, Sheila
Kussner, Jacques Ménard and Heather
Munroe-Blum. Guests included Diane and
Sal Guerrera, Barbara and Donald Seal,
Dale and Nick Tedeschi, Rosie and Sal
Parasuco, Carol and Elliott Lifson and
Anik Bissonnette. Attendees from the
JGH included Foundation chair Gary
Wechsler; CEO Myer Bick; executive di-
rector Dr. Harley Stern, and event coordi-
nator Annette Goldman.

Westmounters amidst the gala black tie

crowd included Clarence Epstein, Sara
and Gene Reisman, Julia and Stephen Re-
itman, and Roni Gandell and Leo Kolber.
Noted amidst the evening’s eleganzia were
Alvin Segal, Susan and Steven Cum-
mings, Elaine and Richard Dubrovsky and
Lawrence Bergman. A row of “angels”
handed each guest a penny to drop in the
wishing kettles placed on a huge weeping
willow Tree of Life. On the branches,
scrolls read possibilité, amitié and santé.
Monies raised go to the Segal Cancer Cen-
tre. The invitation for this much-talked-
about event read “Celebrate Life”. Indeed,
this special soirée did just that.

Social Notes 
from Westmount
and beyond

Veronica Redgrave

If you are interested in sponsoring this
page, kindly contact Arleen Candiotti at

514.223.3567.

Joyeuses fêtes!
Happy Holidays!
Jacques Chagnon

Best Wishes
from Marc Garneau
Member of Parliament
Westmount-Ville-Marie

Marc Garneau & his family would
like to wish all the residents of
the riding a year full of health,
happiness and success in 2010.

4060 Ste-Catherine Ouest, Bureau 340
Montréal, QC, H3Z 2Z3
Garneau.M@parl.gc.ca

Westmounters Jean Charest and Michèle Dionne Westmounters Odette and Joey Basmadji

Westmounters Dianne and Aldo Bensadoun, Grace and Yehouda Chaki Kianna Kaspy, Jennifer Motter, Nathalie Cummings and Callie Friedman Westmounters Leo Kolber and Roni Gandell



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 15-16, 2009 – 19

Westmount and Verdun. To some that
might sound like oil and water, but to the
kids, coaches and parents of the Atom CC
Verdun Leafs, the combination of cultures
has been more like chocolate cake and a
tall glass of milk.

“So far, after 10 games, we are proudly
standing in first place with eight victories,
including five shutouts, one loss and one
tie,” boasted Leafs coach Mario Ouellon.
“We will soon have some tough games,
and we expect our opponents to become
stronger at every game, just as we are. But
we are doing very well so far.”

Ouellon’s crew includes seven kids
from Westmount.

“We have 15 talented kids with a very
strong team spirit; whether the kids are
from Westmount or Verdun, they’ve all be-
come very good friends and teammates.”

Team manager Leslie Landsberger has
enjoyed working with a mix of different

people.
“It’s very inspiring to work with such a

motivated group of coaches, players and
parents, all united with common goals.
The hockey itself is very fast and the stan-
dards are high, but the kids are up to the
challenge,” he said.

Winger Nicolas Huot echoed his
coach’s sentiment, adding that one of the
pleasures of playing double-letters is get-
ting to see different parts of the hockey
landscape.

“We’re having success because we play
together as a team, and it’s fun to visit and
play in new places. Some are quite far,” he
said.

While giving credit to his whole roster
for the team’s good fortune so far, Ouellon
noted that his Westmount-based players
have all made major contributions so far
this season.

“All seven players bring their own ex-
ceptional skills and personalities to their
team. They all support each other and
cheer together whenever they have the
chance. After all, respect is our very first
team value,” the coach said.

Indeed, Ouellon named Westmounter
Johnathan Carr captain of the Leafs, and
one of his three alternates is also a local

player, centre Olaf Schöningh.
Wingers Charles Culver and
Henry Molson also make up part
of the nucleus of the team.

“We train hard and play hard,
but the other teams are not as
strong as we thought they would
be so far,” said Schöningh, indi-
cating that his team will surely
face more adversity as the season
moves along.

It is just that, Ouellon said,
that the Leafs have been prepar-
ing for.

“At the beginning of the sea-
son, we as coaches had the objec-
tive to have all our kids sweating
after each practice and smiling after each
game. So far, this is working very well,” he
said. “They all take their duties seriously
with pride and pleasure. We also had the
aggressive target to finish among the top
five, and with 14 games left we are stand-
ing in very good position to achieve that
goal.”

Winger Brendan Markland said team-
work has been and will continue to be the
key to the Leafs winning.

“Why are we successful? Because we
make smart passes and we play as a team,

not as a group of individuals,” he said.
And of course, with five shut-outs in 10

games, goaltending has been and will con-
tinue to be key.

“The forwards do their job of keeping
the puck in the other team’s end and
backchecking a lot, and the defencemen
do their job of defending me and taking
away rebounds,” said goalie Bryan Lands-
berger. “All I have to take care of are the
shots and dekes.”

You can always reach me at
noahsidel@gmail.com. 

Off-Sidel
Noah Sidel

Westmount’s Verdun connection: Atom CC Leafs

Atom CC Leafs in action earlier this season.



By Jessica Ghersi

Yslane M’Sahi started volunteering at
the Underdog Gallery a while ago. During
one of her Saturday shifts, she saw a pic-
ture of Bear in the book of dogs for adop-
tion. He’d been available there for over a
year, partly due to his hip condition. 

Yslane told Sophie (the Sophie of So-
phie’s Dog Adoption) they should bring
him to the gallery so people could meet
him. Problem is he’s too far away, which
makes his transport complicated. But, she
says to herself, he’s so cute and she really

wants him to find his forever home, plus
she likes listening to the radio, so she de-
cides to pick him up and bring him into
town herself.

St. Jerome is really far. Like stop-for-
beef-jerky-along-the-way-there far. But Ys-
lane does get to Lianne’s house, where
he’s being fostered. No one is around. She
goes around to the backyard and finds an
entire forest – heaven on earth for dogs.
Suddenly this enormously gigantic St.

Bernard spots her and comes running
happily towards her. Best greeting ever. He
starts rubbing his adorable little (term of
endearment, not actual size) head on her.
Following closely behind is Lianne and her
brother Pierre.

Lianne works at a nursing home. She
lives in a house she inherited, where she
takes care of Pierrot who had a stroke and
spinal cord injury at the same time. At 47

years of age, he’s super
sweet and a miracle sur-
vivor. And he absolutely
loves Bear. Bear’s good
therapy for him. They even
sleep on the same bed.

At the end of her visit,
Yslane asks Lianne why she
doesn’t just take Bear her-
self. Lianne says that she
would if she had the money.
Yslane then asks if she
would take him if enough
money could be raised. A
look through misty eyes de-
livers the message of a re-
sounding yes. 

In the end, Yslane drove
three hours to play fetch
with a St. Bernard. She re-
alized Bear didn’t need to
find a home; he has one.
He just needs your money.
$325 to be exact. If you’re
interested in coughing it up
for Bear and his family,
please call 514.939.3092.

We’ll give you a bear
hug.

20 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – December 15-16, 2009

Among the new arrivals at the West-
mount Public Library singled out by staff:

Adult English – Notable women
Ayn Rand and the World She Made by

Anne Conover Heller – An extensively re-
searched and riveting biography of the
best-selling author, who was a principal
libertarian founder and one of the most
significant figures of the 20th century.

Grace Hopper and the Invention of the In-
formation Age by Kurt W. Beyer – An in-
triguing and complex story of a
mathematics professor who excelled in the
male-dominated world of the navy where
he became a rear admiral, and later in the
computer industry by developing the
COBOL language.

Adult French – Interiors
Histoire de chambres by Michelle Per-

rot – Winner of a Femina award, this eru-
dite but highly readable piece of
non-fiction is about the importance of the
bedroom in occidental civilization.
Amongst other delectable stories, it re-
counts the elaborate bedtime rituals of
Louis XIV and describes how many of the
great authors wrote their books in bed.

Visites privées: intérieurs québécois d’ex-
ception by Marie-France Léger – Fifteen
homes with highly distinctive decoration
and architecture are showcased.

Ados & déco: idées et conseils pour amé-
nager leur espace by Judith Wilson.

Picture books
Have I Got a Book for You! by Mélanie

Watt – If you loved Chester, you will enjoy
this hilarious new picture book. Salesman
of the month, Mr. Al Foxword, will do any-
thing to sell you this book. Trust me – he
will try every trick in the trade to get you
interested!

La Reine des neiges retold by Lucy M.
George – A delightful retelling of this clas-

sic winter fairy tale.

Books on CD
Her Fearful Symmetry by Audrey Niff-

enegger – After their English aunt dies,
American twins Julia and Valentina travel
to London to live in their aunt’s now
empty flat overlooking Highgate Ceme-
tery. Soon they discover that something is
alive in Highgate. 

Rough Country by John Sanford – After
a call from Lucas Davenport, the always
amorous Virgil Flowers investigates the
death of a woman at a female-only resort
and finds that there’s more than one mur-
der to keep him occupied.

Magazines – Smart cities…
“Smart Cities: Canada is a nation of

cities that are dispersed, diverse and
unique. But there’s one theme that links
the best of them – creativity. Whether the
issue is urban planning, economic devel-
opment or community involvement, Cana-
dian cities are known for their imaginative
and innovative thinking. Examples
abound, but even a short look at just two –
Vancouver and Saskatoon – shows why”
by Diane Francis in Financial Post Maga-
zine, November 2009, p. 34.

“Copenhagen: Tidings of good cheer:
The Danish capital is in the vanguard of
eco-aware cities” by Raphael Kadushin in
National Geographic Traveler, Nov/Dec
2009, p. 38.

“Gérer sa ville comme une entreprise: Les
maires de Québec et de Vancouver gèrent
leurs villes comme des entreprises. Et ça
marche. Le prochain maire de Montréal de-
vrait-il s’inspirer d’eux?” by Francis Plourde
in Commerce, Novembre 2009, p. 25.

Reference
Canadian Art Sales Index
Parker’s Wine Buying Guide

On the  shelves

Holiday Sales

WE’VE MOVED!

5175B Sherbrooke West corner Marlowe
514-482-4702

Fall Sale
Between

30-50% off
Additional 10% off

with this ad.

5610 Monkland
Avenue

514 227-2195

Bear, the dog

Update
Don’t forget to bring your pooch to

get his holiday portrait taken at the
“Did Somebody Say Cheese?” event at
the gallery, Sunday, December 20, from
11 am to 5 pm. 

Finally, please note, the gallery we
will be closed from December 21 to
January 8.

Underdog
Fern Breslaw

Bear

Electronic Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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Tali Hazan

Tali Hazan had a degree in
radiology and was working at
the Children’s Hospital
when she had her second
child and decided to make a
career change. She now
owns Elite Laser, which in
2010 will be celebrating its
9th year on Greene Ave.
Hazan loves bringing the
“red carpet treatment” to
Westmount’s laser hair re-
moval scene with medical-
grade equipment and the
latest technology.

These Westmount stores have chosen to support the city’s only Westmount-
owned newspaper. Please support them!

Only Shop Westmount advertisers are eligible for interviews in this section,
but they do not provide or approve the content.

Dresses.
322 Victoria Ave.(at de Maisonneuve)

514 369-4799
www.astripruggerdesign.com

4875A Sherbrooke St. W. (514) 488-0444

Cornelia has just returned
from India with great new

jewellery & clothing

Sharyn Scott on Consignment
Women’s and Men’s

Quality, gently used clothing,
shoes, handbags and jewellery

4925 Sherbrooke St. West (at Prince Albert)

(514) 484-6507

Since
1977

For high-end non-surgical
corrective skin care, go to

www.lisaanella.com

Certified Custom Framer on Site
318A Victoria Ave. • 514.369.2633

TAO Restaurant
Fine Asian

Cuisine
Closed from Dec. 24 – Jan. 1 inclusive.

Will re-open on Jan. 2 at 4:00 PM
514.369.1122 • 374 Victoria near Sherbrooke

Tango Martini
Chinese Antiques & Collectibles

“Clearance Sale”
from 20% off ...
4500 St. Catherine St. W.,Westmount
514.937.6034
tangomartiniantiques.com

Everything for your eyes

STANISLAV PONOMARENKO, optometrist
• Complete eye examination
• Glasses & contact lenses
• Large choice of frames
• Screening for eye diseases
• Glaucoma & cataract exams

We accept prescriptions

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Shop local, shop Westmount
Westmount is primarily a residential community, and the City works hard to
protect that identity. Within our borders, however, is a vibrant commercial
sector that is also very important to our way of life. 

Local merchants, many of them Westmounters themselves, bring life to our
commercial streets and give Westmounters the opportunity to purchase many
necessities without requiring a car – which benefits both our pocket books and
the environment. In the era of the big-box store, the “power centre” and the
strip mall, these shops need your support more than ever. Please think of them
this season and in the months to come.

Best wishes to you and your family for a happy holiday season
and a prosperous 2010. Mayor Peter F. Trent

This holiday season: S∫op Westmount!
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DR. IAN BRADLEY
Clinical and Industrial Psychologist

Executive Coaching and Psychological
Solutions to workplace problems

4115 Sherbrooke West, Suite 410
Westmount, Qc

514 867-4807 – ianfbradley.com

In home Nursing
assistance available
during the holidays

Our Home Health Aides will
assist family members with

Meals, Hygiene and Respite care
for special needs patients

Call Nova Montreal
514-866-6801
info@novamontreal.com

Photo & story by Robert J. Galbraith

This well-known Westmount hair salon
has been an institution in Victoria village
for 35 years. 

The salon, with a staff of ten, has been
at its present location on Sherbrooke for
the last 26 years. Before that, it was located
for nine years at the corner of Sherbrooke
and Victoria, next to the CIBC. “My father
loved this job!” said Toporowski. “Oh boy,

Hello, Westmount
Coiffure Jean John

did he. I think he lived for his inspiration
of hair dressing.”

The vibrant and smiling 47-year-old
owner took over the business ten years ago
after the passing of his father, Jean, from
cancer. Married and the father of two chil-
dren, the Laval resident who has been
styling hair at Jean John since he was 18,
will someday pass the torch to his son,
James, who at 20 has completed his hair-
dressing course and started working at the
salon just two weekends ago. His daugh-
ter, 18-year-old Katherine, is currently tak-
ing a business course at Vanier College.

“The busiest times of year are during
the holidays and at the end of May and
June when graduations start happening.
We have some slow days during the week
but usually make up for that closer to the
weekend. Even in this recession, business
is very stable and we’re still busy. We are
lucky that hair keeps growing,” com-
mented Toporowski, with a wide smile.

“Our name changed from John Coif-
fure to Coiffure Jean John in the 1970s
after the language laws came in and when
we moved to this location. We have had
numerous offers to sell the shop but want

to keep my father’s dream alive.”
Toporowski says that hair fashion

changes like any other, and every couple of
years a new trend sweeps through the in-
dustry. “Now, a lot of use of flatirons is
common. But it is starting to move more
to that 70s look, more loose and wavy.
Every year and a half, styles change, just
like shoes or other fashions,” he explained.

“People are very kind in Westmount. It
has a real village feel. Our clientele keeps
coming back. They become friends and we
age together,” he says. “Generations of
families have had their hair styled or cut
here. They keep returning, and that is why
we are still alive and prospering after all
these years.”

Toporowski said that they take a lot of
walk-in clients, but at this time of year it is
best to make an appointment.

Coiffure Jean John is located at 4897
Sherbrooke St. Its hours are from 9 am to
6 pm, Monday through Friday, and 8:30
am to 5 pm, Saturdays. 514.486.6261.
Hello, Westmount’s content is provided by

the Independent. Businesses that appear
do not pay for or approve what is written. 

Coiffure Jean John hair stylists ham it up under the hair dryers for the photographer. From left: Mirella De Rose, Marc Toporowski (owner), Line Michaud
and Gordana Konsal.

Electronic Independents
available

Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!

Sign up by writing us:
office@westmountindependent.com.
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Westmount Art Scene

Visual explorations: Varese, Varte and Simrit
By Heather Black

“A work of art is above all an adventure
of the mind.”

Written by playwright Eugene Ionesco,
these words capture the spirit of explo-
ration, evident at two Westmount galleries.

Oscar Varese at the McClure Gallery

Montreal artist Oscar Varese creates
colourful wood reliefs. Well-crafted and
graphic, these 3-D sculptures are experi-
ments in form and colour. One, “Untitled
#29,” is a green, chartreuse and white styl-
ized “A” – similar to Alcan’s former logo.

Painted in enamel, this abstract art also
recalls the geometric forms of Quebec
plasticien Jean-Paul Jérôme. “Dyptych 1,
Untitled #33,” is composed of two mir-
rored shapes. The asymmetrical colouring
is interesting with glossy red and black,
and cream with grey.

Another, “Untitled #20,” is a white and
green asymmetric composition. Here, an
elegant yet tenuous shape conveys a frag-
ile balance. These works have an architec-
tural edge reflecting Varese’s studio and
design studies, as well as his work experi-
ence at the Canadian Centre for Architec-

ture (CCA).
Sophisticated, yet fun, the artist – and

each individual work – invites the viewer
to delight in visual language. Entitled
“Feedback,” the exhibit continues until
December 23 at the Visual Arts Centre on
Victoria Ave.

Varte, Simrit at Galerie V. Trimont

Varte colours dance, shimmer and ex-
plode. Bold and expressive, the artist’s
palette of black, red and metallic gold cre-
ates a strong dynamic. One “Envoute-
ment” is a particularly dynamic. Move to
the left, and red is predominate; to the
right, and the glistening gold is more pro-
nounced.

Black and gold also dominate “Tro-
cadéro,” where a stallion is drawn with ex-
uberant gold. Recalling Dominic Besner’s
stylized art, Varte’s mix of swirls and lines
convey energy and stillness, life and death.

The artist’s sense of adventure allows
colour, technique and even subject matter
to evolve. “Horizon sans fin” is inspired by
the colours of the Mediterranean. Here
cyan, yellow and white stucco-like swirls
recreate the magic of sun on sparkling sea.

In contrast, artist Simrit’s stylized real-

ism reference the colours and themes of
India. In the oil painting “Festival,” colour-
fully-clothed women create a strong
graphic. And painted with their eyes veiled
by draped headcoverings, a sense of mys-
tery prevails.

In the charcoal drawing “For luck,”
three moving fishes create an elegant and
lyrical composition. Punctuated by a small
metallic-gold spiral, the sunlight adds vi-
tality to the otherwise monochromatic ren-
dering. One of several in a series, these
drawings emit a soulfulness reserved for
sacred objects.

The exhibit, which also includes Sim-
rit’s elegant jewellery, continues to De-
cember 19 at Galerie V. Trimont on St.
Catherine, east of Clarke.

Visual exploration

All three of these artists – Varese, Varte
and Simrit – convey a sense of playful in-
ventiveness. Referencing both familiar
and unknown subjects, colour, form and
texture are conveyed in a unique and indi-
vidual manner.

And with all “adventures of the mind,”
this is work that compels viewers to return
to the galleries, again and again.

"Trocadéro” (detail) by Varte.



Photo: Robert J. Galbraith
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Photo: Ralph Thompson, PhotoImagerie

Photo: Robert J. Galbraith

A large crowd
gathers in front
of city hall to
wait for the

arrival of the
Olympic torch.

Olympic torch fever hits Westmount

Westmounter and Indie contributor
Ralph Thompson (left) was knocked down
and dragged away by Olympic security as
he took a photo of the torch bearer leaving
Westmount. Thompson admits that he
was in the closed-off part of the road and
“that someone said ‘get out of the way,’”
but went on to say, “before I could get out
of the way, I was assaulted.” Luc Bessette,
a spokesman for the RCMP, confirmed
that the RCMP was in charge of security
and of the officer photographed here, but
could not say whether he was an RCMP or

other type of police officer. He also ex-
plained that the Olympic flame and its
bearer are protected by international
treaties, and that officers have a duty to
protect it. This duty is made more difficult
by the fact that the crowds through which
they pass are unverified and that attempts
have been made in the past to extinguish
the flame for protest purposes. For this
reason, no one, including someone hold-
ing a camera, is allowed within close prox-
imity of the flame.

Security incident

OUR 117TH YEAR OF SERVICE TO THE NEEDY

Offer a Complete Meal for only $2.58!
Help us serve nutritious meals and provide other life changing services to hungry, 
hurting Montrealers. Ignite the spark of hope in someone’s life for as little as $2.58.
�  $25.80 helps 10 people �  $64.50 helps 25 people �  $129 helps 50 people
�  $258 helps 100 people �  $_____ to help as many people as possible
Give online at www.welcomehallmission.com or call (514) 523-5288
Please charge my: �  Visa �  MasterCard �  American Express

ADDRESS  CITY  PROVINCE  POSTAL CODE

Write your cheque  
and mail to: Welcome Hall Mission 

606 De Courcelle St., Dept. 406605F 
Montreal, QC   H4C 3L5

SIGNATURE NAME IN BLOCK LETTERS

E-MAIL ADDRESS TELEPHONE 

CARD NUMBER EXPIRY DATE

Costs are average and include the ex-
pense of preparing and providing meals. 
A receipt for income tax purposes will be 
sent for gifts of $10 or more. Welcome 
Hall Mission is a registered Canadian 
charity: BN 10819 5215 RR0001
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Jane L.Charron

Interiors

(514) 862-1223

Please visit my website
www.janelcharron.com

5 MINUTE
SERVICE
• Personalized Service
• Luxury Cars at Regular

Rates on Request
• 100% guaranteed

Airport Reservations
• Pick-Up & Delivery

www.atlastaxi.qc.ca
24H

Master Electricians
Serving Westmount

for over 60 years
Specialized in renovations

for older homes
Generator installations

Fast and reliable service
Tel: 514-481-0125
5800 St. Jacques W.

Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

We all need electricity!

Bedroom, Laundry,
Garage, Mudroom, Pantry
Free In-Home Consultation

8250 Devonshire,
TMR, QC H4P 2P7

www.espace-pro.ca
Call now: (514) 733-6810

QUALITY CUSTOMIZED CLOSETS
and STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Eastern Townships Living by Lois Hardacker
Chartered Real Estate Agent

Pure country near Sutton and Dunham. Norman-inspired 4-bed -
room manor with 3 fireplaces, wine cellar and more, set in perfect
privacy on a long drive through 180 scenic acres. Fields and wood -
land, streams and views, all contribute to accord you the ideal
pastoral retreat. $1,695,000

Exciting piece of property with swimming pond, babbling brook,
wonderful mountain view. Recently renovated and expanded coun -
try home, beautiful interior finish, on 9+ acres between Brome
Lake and Sutton. $656,000 Virtual tour at www.estrimage. com/
rlp/173benoit

Knowlton area country home on over 21 acres. Panoramic views
from the open plan living areas and the master bedroom. 4 bed -
rooms, 3 with adjoining baths, wood-burning fireplace, attached
garage, separate garage, lovely swimming pond, long winding
drive. $495,000 Aerial view: http://maxair.fliggo. com/ ytamXlDK

Lois Hardacker
KNOWLTON – 3 Victoria

450 242-2000
www.loishardacker.ca

lois@royallepage.ca

Brome Lake view from this landmark Knowlton estate. Noted for its
scenic beauty, the quality of your investment is assured. Principal
residence in the traditional style with attached 3-car garage, stun -
ning gardens, pool with poolhouse. 125 acres, farm house, barn,
2 other home sites on the property. $2,900,000

During the Holiday Season
more than ever, our thoughts
turn gratefully to those who

have made our progress
possible.

In this spirit we say, simply
but sincerely... Thank You and
Best Wishes to You and Your
Family for a Happy Holiday
and a Very Happy New Year!

ECS grad and soon-to-be Westmounter
Sarah Cook carried the Olympic torch
December 10 and was seen with it near the
corner of St. Denis and Mount Royal. Cook
was diagnosed with Ewing’s sarcoma at
age 8 and founded The Sarah Cook Fund,
which initially aimed to buy new pillows
for the children on her floor. The fund has
raised $4.5 million since 2001.

Westmount’s
$4.5-million woman
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By Etty B.

The story of Hanukkah tells us that
2,000 years ago, an oil candle was lit in the
temple, and while the oil was supposed to
last for one day, it burned for eight days
and nights. Potato pancakes and dough-
nuts are some traditional foods cooked in
oil to symbolize the miracle of the oil
lamp. This is the easy and classic recipe.

Traditional Potato Latkes

6 medium potatoes, peeled and quartered
1 medium onion, peeled and quartered
2 eggs
1/3 cup all purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper
Vegetable oil for frying

In a food processor, mix the onions and
potatoes in batche, transferring to a bowl
after each batch. Add eggs and salt to
processor, process for a few seconds. Add
to bowl. Add remaining ingredients and
combine well by hand.

Heat oil in a large skillet (fill to about
1/2 inch). When the oil is hot, drop dol-
lops of the batter in the hot oil. Brown well
on each side, turning once. Drain on paper
towels. Make small cakes – they’re crisper.

Serve with sour cream and apple sauce.

Quarter Chicken Dinner
INCLUDES COLESLAW OR SOUP,
FRESHLY CUT FRENCH FRIES or

BAKED POTATO, HOMEMADE B.B.Q.
SAUCE & TOASTED ROLL.

NO SUBSTITUTIONS
Please present coupon before ordering

Buy ¼ chicken Full Dinner at Regular Price
& receive a 2nd for only $5.25. $1.00 extra

for White Meat when a full course
¼ Chicken Breast is ordered.

Not Valid for Take-Out or Delivery or in combination with other offers.

VALID AFTER 4 PM * DINING ROOM ONLY * EXPIRES JAN. 3, 2010

5403 COTE ST. LUC RD. 514-488-4011

THE BEST CHARCOAL BAR•B•Q CHICKEN

$5.25
WITH COUPON

RESTAURANT

SOUVLAKI

“Famous Grilled
Chicken”

6544 Somerled
west of Cavendish

(514) 227-0505•227-0606

FINE ITALIAN
CUISINE

Menu Highlights
• Rack of Lamb
• Fresh Salmon
• Veal Scaloppine
• Pasta Dishes

We Use Only the HIGHEST Quality!
Great Value Table d’Hôte

from $20.95 includes appetizer, main & coffee

6450 Somerled at Cavendish
RSVP 514.489.6804

closed Mondays

Experience the Smokehouse Difference!

DOWNTOWN
Ile Perot
Park Ave.

N.D.G.
5667 SherbrookeW.

514.315.5056

CHICKEN +
RIB COMBOS
incl. sauce +1side

$1199

SANDWICHES
incl. sauce + 1 side + drink

Pulled
Pork

$749
Beef
Brisket

$849
BBQ
Portobello

$899www.bofinger.ca

starting
as low as

By Isaac Olson

Three decades since The Hockey
Sweater was first published, Roch Carrier
fans were given a special treat when the
72-year-old Westmounter read his famous
piece to them on December 12. 

“After so many years, it’s a privilege
that a little short story that I wrote in such
a simple way has been found by so many
people to read and hear again and again,”
said Carrier in a brief interview before
reading to a small group of kids and adults
at Galerie Avenue Art on King St. in Old
Montreal, owned by Westmounter Marina
Cutler. 

Carrier said it’s exceptional to have
watched the story, which is an excerpt
from his life, be passed down through
generations of Canadians.

The originally French tale was first pub-
lished in 1979 in a compilation of short
stories by the author. The tale was ani-
mated by Sheldon Cohen in a 1980 movie
produced by the National Film Board of

Canada. The first version of the Cohen-il-
lustrated book, which is quoted on
Canada’s five-dollar bill, was published in
1984 by former mayor May Cutler’s firm,
Tundra.

Excited fans got a chance to meet Car-
rier and Cohen prior to the reading.
Proudly wearing the number nine Habs
sweater with his own last name on the
back, 9-year-old Jonah Presser, from TMR
said it was “really cool” to get the two au-
tographs but “I felt a little nervous because
I was meeting someone famous.”

The gallery’s current exhibition titled,
“Hockey, Our Love Affair” includes
Cohen’s original animation cels and other
hockey-related art by a range of Canadian
artists in celebration of both the city’s love
of hockey and the Montreal Canadiens
centennial season. The exhibition benefits,
in part, the Montreal Canadiens Chil-
dren’s Foundation.

“It’s wonderful to have the two together
here,” said Cutler. “This book has been so
iconic and so magical for so many years.”

Carrier reads his classic tale at Westmounter-owner art gallery

Westmount author Roch Carrier stands over Chaz Presser (left), 6, and Jonah Presser, 9, while
Sheldon Cohen signs a copy of “The Hockey Sweater.”



How is it possible that a year goes by in
the blink of an eye? It’s probably because
I spend my days amidst freshly opened
bottles, taking copious notes, spitting into
a giant silver Champagne bucket, laugh-
ing at myself for drinking alone at ten in
the morning, computer screen at my side
filled with the latest wine news. Don’t get
me wrong – I love my job! Who else gets to
drink in pyjamas first thing in the morn-
ing without raised eyebrows and silent
judgement?

As a new year approaches, I tend to
think of all the wines I wrote about and try
to come up with the top performers for
you to try. My list is really long but I have
condensed it somewhat, mostly because
the editor might think I’d want to write
this many words every week. The reason
these wines made my list is for the simple
fact that they represent drinkability, age-
ing potential, bang for the buck and ease

in food pairing. 
While you may not agree with some of

my choices, remember that wine tasting is
always biased to what you may or may not
like. I have tried to include some Old
World selections but it is the New World
that still has my heart when seeking out
new wines. These wines are also in no par-
ticular order, mainly because I can’t come
up with just one favourite.

Enjoy your holiday, drink a lot but not
too much, eat well but always leave a little
room and remember to have fun. This sea-
son is always related to stress, but if you
simplify you’ll be able to sit and enjoy that
glass of bubbly much more. Cheers!
Gruner Veltliner, Brundlmayer, Kamptaler
Terrassen, Austria. SAQ#10707069.
$22.25

Fresh peaches, some lime and lemon
peel, apricot in the mouth with an almost
bitter mineral flavour in the background.
Austrian white is awesome, and this pro-
ducer has a wine that remains crisp yet
delicate. Super well-balanced and a delight
to pair with acidic cheeses of medium
body and poached or grilled fish with del-
icate greens. Available at press time: Pepsi
Forum, 155 Atwater Ave.

Viognier, Bellingham Coastal Region,
South Africa. SAQ# 10703308. $21.00

I love the way Viognier makes me feel
like summer is around the corner. Peaches
and apricots and a full-bodied flavour
make this wine easy to pair with rich white
meat in sauce or steak tartare. Not only
can this wine age for a while, it comes with
a screwcap – perfect for impromptu pic-
nics. Take along a couple of heavier
flavoured Charlevoix cheeses, and you’re
set. Available at press time: 155 Atwater.
Riesling, Eroica, Chat. Ste. Michelle and
Dr. Loosen, Washington. SAQ#10749681.
$30.50

You try this wine to see how Old and
New World blends together to make a su-
perb example of Riesling. Minerals are
everywhere in the nose and mouth along
with classic flavours from the US like
peach and grapefruit. Cheeses of course,
but salads, focusing on lightly flavoured
fish or chicken, will do wonders for this
crisp white. You can cellar this baby for up
to seven years to see what develops. Avail-
able at press time: 155 Atwater.
Sangiovese/Merlot/Cab. Sauvignon,
Brancaia, Il Blu, Toscana.
SAQ#10769622. $82.25

I know this is a lot to spend but hey, it’s
half the price of a top end Amarone or
Barolo and will not take as long to age.
This Super Tuscan is a keeper for 10 years
plus and will not disappoint. The flavour
and nose of black cherry, freshly cut herbs
and ripe plum with a slight mineral finish
of a hint of lead and ink (supposed to be
good) and a nice shot of alcohol all the way
down the throat, this super tannic dry red
will lend itself well to roasted beef and
lamb as well as heavier pastas and Osso
Bucco. Available at press time: Westmount
Square, Pepsi Forum.
Carmenère, Luis Felipe Edwards, Chile.
SAQ# 11133079. $13.25

It’s not all expensive folks! This dry full
bodied red really screams BBQ to me.
Flavours like dried cherry and blackberry
come to mind with a finish that is more re-
fined than the nose. While this is an every-
day wine it does have a lot of flavour and
will match with meals like pasta with meat
sauce, steaks, hamburgers and grilled
chicken. Cheese should be medium to full
bodied. This red would benefit from a few
swirls in a decanter, if handy. Available at
press time: Pepsi Forum, Westmount
Square, Victoria, 155 Atwa-
ter, Atwater Market.
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245VictoriaAve
#20

Westmount
514-933-5800

suttonquebec.com

groupe sutton centre-ouest inc.
courtier immobilier agréé

Mike Abitbol
Jane Allan

René Azoulay
June Baily

Leighton Barrett
Carmen Berlie
Sonia Besner
Eklas Bichai

Hymie Blankrot
Adrian Blazevic

Michele Bouchard
Julie Bourne
Joseph Bras
Deen Caplan

Norman Cohen
Paul Cornett
Julia Daniels

Catherine Dawe
Mare Dimitropoulos

Stéphanie Dumoulin
Terry Evans

Beth Fineberg
Christine Fisher

Androniki Floulis
Magdalini Floulis
Nathalie Fouillen

Chris Gardiner
Catherine Gardner

Marie Laure Guillard
Donna Harris
Ken Harrison

Patricia Hinojosa
Diane Hubert
John Joseph
Hanna Karski

Eda Kistler
Simona Kos
John Kranitz

Line Labrecque
Marie Landry

Natasha Laurin
Carlos Lefebvre
Pierre C. Legris

Stéphane Lepage
Barry Levine

Audrey Levy
Diane Liberio
Judy Litvack
Marius Man

Paul Mazzalongo
Alexandre Molinier

Kathy Moore
Jeannie Mooz
Jo-Ann Nagy

Audrey Nguyen
Meghan O’Donnell

Kathy Osgood
Mary Paradissis
Paul Patterson

Keyvan Pouyamajd
Roger Quirion

Ivka Raic
Maxence Renaud

Gilles Rochon
Leonard Rosen
Martin Rouleau

George Schwalbe
Alexandre Sebe

Hugo Senécal
Rhona Shapiro

Michael Shatilla
Marie Sicotte

Jackie Sommereyns
Elena Sytnikova

Nancy Taub
Lynda Taylor

Ginette remblay
Roger Vassallo
Tony Xipoleas

Roger Yeghyayan

Picks of the year and some holiday advice
Wine: What’s
in Store...
Carola Price

continued on p. 28
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The other day as I was driving down
Victoria Ave. on my way to work, I wit-
nessed a car being spanked. The driver
had cut off a pedestrian as she was cross-
ing the road, so she reached out and
spanked it as it drove away. Car spanking:
the pedestrian’s last weapon of defense.

She had the same grim look I get when
I’ve had enough of my daughter’s
tantrums (which are usually caused by my
forcing her to wear a skirt over her leg-
gings, to avoid going to school looking like
a shrunken Britney Spears). It’s a look that
says, “I’ve had it! I didn’t want to have to
do this, but I’m going to have to spank
you, you bad, bad car.” (Or, in my daugh-
ter’s case, “I’m sending you to the naughty
corner until your vocal chords give out!”)

This got me thinking about manners –
but first allow me put in my dentures and
grab my Zimmer frame. I’m (only) 30-
something, and yet I sometimes wonder if
I’m the only one who’s noticed that bad
manners seem to be the new black: rude-
ness is in.

My biggest issue is with language. I’ve
seen strangers segue from yes-I-too-en-
joyed-that-fundraiser-for-cross-eyed-pyg-
mies-with-cleft-palates-and-no-I-cannot-be
lieve-the-plight-of-the triple-thorned-cacti,

to language that would put even the most
profoundly afflicted Tourette’s sufferer to
shame – without blinking an eye. It’s not
that I never swear, but I’d have to watch
someone take part in a drive-by shooting
or at least watch them cheer one on before
I’d allow myself to swear at a stranger.

And what about shoppers who become
apoplectic if another person mistakenly
takes seven items to the six-items-or-less
cashier at the supermarket? You’d think
someone had just beaten a kitten with a
three-day-old baguette, judging by the en-
raged reactions I’ve seen.

It only gets worse when people are pro-
tected by the steel bubble of their cars
(pass the Bengay please, because I’m just
getting started).

I once waited for a parking spot near At-
water market, which meant that the cars
behind had go around me. Within three
minutes and after much honking, a man

Bad manners: The new black?
Parenthood
uncensored
Sophie Tarnowska

in his sixties pulled up alongside me in his
Lexus, rolled down his window, and called
me a four-letter word so crass it makes my
hair crawl back into my head – a word that
all women abhor but one that he felt per-
fectly comfortable throwing at a perfect
stranger despite his well-dressed, pygmy-
supporting, cactus-loving wife sitting right
next to him, and in spite of the fact that he
could see that my daughter next to me. 

I was so shocked that I did what any
mature person would do: I cried. Wher-
ever you are, oh foul-mouthed Lexus
driver, I curse you ‘til your nostril hairs
grow so long that they wrap around your
ankles and trip you repeatedly.

Still, I know better than to cast stones
from my glass condo. My childhood fan-
tasy of becoming a high-ranking diplomat
exploded after it became clear to me that
due to my outspoken nature (and the fact
that my own father called me “Mother Su-
perior” during a particularly bossy phase
of my adolescence), I would likely have to
bite my tongue so much that it would fall
off in order to achieve it. And I admit that
if sticking my foot in my mouth were an
accepted field of study, I’d have a univer-
sity named after me.

And yet I refuse to accept that bad man-
ners are the new black – they’re more like
the old acid-washed jeans we used to think
were so cool – a trend we fervently regret
and hope never to see again. 

Shiraz Reserve, Mission Hill, Okanagan.
SAQ#10960857. $24.70

While their top tier Shiraz is simply
amazing, this middle ground red gives you
a taste of what the west coast can do in
terms of Shiraz. I think it will only get bet-
ter and the prices will match the quality.
This is a dry and tannic wine that goes well
with steak and dark game, lamb chops and
hearty beef stew. I chose a Bleu Elizabeth
and extra old cheddar from Ile des Grues
for this bottle, with great results. Available
at press time: Victoria, 155 Atwater.

continued from p.27

Wine picks

Licence-plate reader
IDs delinquent cars

A new licence-plate reading device ac-
quired by Montreal police was demon-
strated at Sherbrooke and Victoria
recently to detect cars improperly regis-
tered or wanted for other vehicle viola-
tions. It does not record speeding or
other such offences.

During the test in Westmount De-
cember 2, and another at René Lévesque
and St. Marc the same day, a total of eight
tickets were issued, reports commander
Stéphane Plourde, of local station 12.

The device, a camera attached to a po-
lice car, immediately emits a sound when
it detects a licence plate belonging to a
“wanted” car. The unit demonstrated
here between 7:30 and 9:30 am is one of
seven in use by the island-wide force.

Members of the 2nd Westmount Venturers company took part in the group's annual Christmas tree
sale, which took place December 4 and 5 at Mountainside United Church. From left, Patrick Erskin,
Trevor Juhl and Alex Lepanto. Photo: Erin Stropes

Christmas tree anyone? 
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Antiques

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden treas-
ures into ready cash. International
buyer wants to purchase your antiques,
paintings, china, crystal, gold, silver-
ware, jewellery, rare books, sports,
movies, postcards, coins, stamps,
records. 514-501-9072.

Companions

Where are all the good men? For that
matter where are all the good women?
Misty River Introductions has the an-
swer. Become one of the thousands of
people who have found love through us.
(514) 879-0573 www.mistyriver
intros.com.

Employment
Opportunities

A DISCONNECTED PHONE? Cheap tele-
phone reconnect with long distance and
internet options. Low monthly rates &
special holiday offers. Call now1-877-
336-2274 Phone Factory; www.phone-
factory.ca.

Financial Services

DEBT CONSOLIDATION PROGRAM.
Helping Canadians repay debts, reduce
or eliminate interest, regardless of your
credit. Steady Income? You may qualify
for instant help. Considering Bank-
ruptcy? Call 1-877-220-3328 FREE Con-
sultation Government Approved, BBB
Member.

FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? Drowning in
debt! Stop the harassment. Bankruptcy
might not be the answer. Together let’s
find a solution – Free Consultation. Bill
Hafner – Trustee in Bankruptcy. 514-
983-8700.

$500$LOAN SERVICE, by phone, no
credit refused, quick and easy, payable
over 6 or 12 installments. Toll Free: 1-
877-776-1660.

For Sale

The Quebec Community Newspapers
Association can place your ad into 26
weekly papers throughout Quebec –
just $160. Book 10 weeks within a 6
month period and receive the 11th week
free! One phone call does it all! Call

Marnie at QCNA 514-453-6300. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

A FREE TELEPHONE SERVICE – Get your
first month free. Bad credit, don’t sweat
it. No deposits, no credit checks. Call
Freedom Phone Lines today toll free 1-
866-884-7464.

#1 high speed internet $18.95/month.
Absolutely no ports are blocked. Unlim-
ited downloading. Up to 5Mps down-
load and 800Kbps upload. Order today at
www.acanac.ca or call toll free 1-866-
281-3538.

HOT TUB (SPA) Covers. Best Price, Best
Quality. All Shapes & Colours Available.
Call 1-866-652-6837. www.thecover-
guy.ca.

A safe, proven ‘Restless Leg Syndrome’
and ‘Leg Cramps’ cure that always gives
you instant relief. www.allcalm.com 1-
800-765-8660.

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS durable, de-
pendable, pre-engineered, all-steel
structures. Custom made to suit your
needs and requirements. Factory direct
affordable prices. Call 1-800-668-5111
ext. 170 for free brochure.

Help Wanted

#1 IN PARDONS. Remove your criminal
record. Express Pardons offers the
FASTEST pardons, LOWEST prices, and
it’s GUARANTEED. BBB Accredited.
FREE Consultation Toll-free 1-866-416-
6772, www.ExpressPardons.com.

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long term / short
term relationships, free calls! 1-877-297-
9883. Exchange voice messages, voice
mailboxes 1-888-534-6984. Live adult ca-
sual conversations 1 on 1, 1-866-311-
9640, meet on chat lines. Local single
ladies 1-877-804-5381 (18+).

*PAST *PRESENT *FUTURE * #1 Psy-
chics! *1-877-478-4410* Credit Cards /
deposit or phone 1-900-783-3800 $3.19
min (18+). For a psychic NOW! Meet us
at: www.mysticalconnections.ca.

Real Estate

2010 DREAM HOME/COTTAGE PROJ-
ECT? Save up to $30,000.00!!! Factory
Direct Surplus Inventory Liquidation –
Save 50%++ While They Last. Modular
Pre-Built Component Packages –

Faster/Easier Dry-in Shell – Labour Save
$1000’s! Certified Plans – Warranty –
References _ 100’s of Dreams Delivered
to Happy Families. GREEN-R-PANEL
Prefabricated Building Systems – The
Smart Way to Build. 1-800-871-7089. Call
Today!! $2,000.00 Reserves Spring/Sum-
mer Delivery.

Services

OLD PHOTOS / VIDEOS TO DVD. Photos,
negatives, slides, VHS, 8mm, mini DV60,
etc. Free home pickup / delivery. Busi-
ness website / print, design, logos, busi-
ness cards, etc. www.aliciasalazar.com.
Phone: 514-242-6198.

House swap opportunity with NZ family 
Aug - Sep 2010 
3 bedroom home in Wellington

Phone 514-903-8220.

Rosa Housekeeping Services provide
you with efficient and experienced
cleaning ladies. Our rates are $15/hour.
(514) 481-7241.

Quebec Classifieds

Local Classifieds

THE WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT
WANTS YOU!

Part-time advertising sales assistant
• key availability: Monday mornings
and Fridays • skills: email, Word,
Excel, organization • office in West -
mount on Victoria Ave.

Please call David in confidence:
514.935.4537

We bet your loved ones are
better looking than this! Why
not let your family, friends
and neighbours know about
their engagement?
Cost of this advertisement:

$175
Contact Arleen at

514.223.3567
advertising@

westmountindependent.com
We are happy to publicize

births, graduations and
other milestones too!

Wedding Announcementhad an architect verify the church is still
structurally sound, said there is broken
stone and a lot of green paint on the wall
that will need to be professionally cleaned.

The reverend said a puddle of hydraulic
fluid oozed into the church’s basement,
but the city was quick to clean up the
mess.

Pierre Dubé, director of Hydro West-
mount, said lampposts cost between
$2,000 and $3,000. Crews still need to in-
vestigate the extent of the damage, he ex-
plained, because, if the concrete base is
damaged, repairs could cost another
$1,000 or more.

Due to the church’s proximity and
weather complications, the lamppost will
not be replaced until spring, he said.

Owners of the truck and Honda could
not be reached for comment.

Pimentel said it’s now up to insurance
companies to sort out who is responsible.

Westmount’s director of Public Works,
Marianne Zalzal, said the city will be hold-
ing the recycling company responsible in
the insurance claim. Dubé agreed with Za-
lzal, saying Hydro Westmount will not pay
for the damage.

The recycling company is RCI Envi-
ronnement, according to both Zalzal and
Westmount’s environmental coordinator
Marina Peter.

RCI Environnement’s spokesperson,

continued from p.6

Recycling truck Elizabeth Baby, however, said she was in-
structed to direct accident inquiries to
TIRU. She said it was TIRU’s truck. When
told city officials believe the contract is
with RCI, she said “No, it’s TIRU” and re-
fused to comment further.

A February Westmount Independent ar-
ticle (“No more sorting”, February 10, p. 1)
states RCI signed a three-year contract
with Westmount that started last April,
taking over Col-Sel’s trucking operations.
According to the report, RCI is responsi-
ble for hauling co-mingled recyclables to
Groupe TIRU’s sorting plant — the largest
in the province.

Col-Sel Transit Inc. is the trucking arm
of Rebuts Solides Canadiens (RSC) — a
subsidiary of TIRU. Col-Sel’s name was
printed on the side of the crashed truck.

As of press time, calls to Col-Sel and
TIRU were not returned. TIRU’s presi-
dent, Pierre Lemoine, also failed to re-
spond to a Saturday phone call and email.

“The emergency response from fire,
Hydro, police and Public Security was ex-
cellent,” said Church Hill resident Shelley
Kerman, who witnessed the immediate af-
termath of the incident, but the accident is
an example of what she sees as perennial
safety problems on her street.

Kerman recalled two similar incidents:
a tar truck that lost control and rolled
down Church Hill approximately 10 years
ago and a car with failed brakes that came
from Church Hill into the Côte St. An-
toine intersection approximately seven
years ago. With the private daycare and
other programs at the church, she said

people are often double parking and jeop-
ardizing the safety of themselves and their
children.

“It goes on every day, a number of
times a day,” said Kerman. “The headline
should read: ‘Are we going to wait for a kid
to get hurt?’”

Zalzal, who heads the city’s adminis-
trative traffic committee, said she has not
heard of double-parking complaints on
Church Hill, though people do complain
about blocked driveways. Illegal parking is
an enforcement issue, she noted.

When it comes to winter conditions,
she said salting routes are designed to pay
more attention to the hills, which there are
a lot of in Westmount.

Zalzal and Pimentel both pointed out
drivers are legally required, when parking
on an incline, to turn their wheels in to-
ward the curb and set the emergency

brake.
“It’s definitely something residents

should not take lightly,” Pimentel said. “If
the car rolls, there’s no stopping it.”
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By Don Wedge

An effort by a local food shop to use
solar electricity was foiled in a few hours
when the equipment was stolen soon after
installation.

Clara Kwan, who operates Another
Choice mini-market on Victoria Ave., says
she purchased a lighting unit intended to
illuminate her store sign on December 4.

“It was a first step towards saving en-
ergy, because it is difficult to run a food

store sustainably. I hoped other stores on
the block would do the same for their
signs.

“I left the solar panel outside to charge
the battery, but was devastated when it was
stolen after only two hours. I was brought
up in Westmount and believed that such a
thing could not happen here.”

Kwan put up a poster to vent her frus-
tration but so far the equipment has not
been returned.

Light stolen from Victoria Ave.’s
Mini Marché

Clara Kwan with the sign she made in the hope that her stolen solar store sign light would be returned.

Manoir Westmount’s own choir performance entertained fellow residents at the Christmas dinner event
with Westmount Rotary on Wednesday, December 9. Photo: Ralph Thompson, PhotoImagerie

By Isaac Olson

As more than 30,000 marched peace-
fully in Denmark, and nearly a thousand
others were detained for being not so
peaceful, a candlelight vigil in Westmount
was one of thousands around the world
aimed at encouraging decisive action from
the Copenhagen climate talks.

“I’m here because I want to make a dif-
ference in the health of our planet,” said
Pauline Ramsey, a 14-year-old West-
mounter, in a post-vigil interview. “It felt
really warm. Not too hot like the planet,
but warm even though we were all stand-
ing out there in the winter with little can-
dles.”

Led by Megan Durnford and her fam-
ily, the vigil was held in front of their Vic-
toria Ave. home. About 30 neighbours
from near and far came together on De-
cember 12 to join what Avaaz.org de-
scribes as 3,000 candlelight vigils held in
over 130 countries calling for a “real deal”
from the climate talks.

News reports indicate there were over a
dozen such vigils in Montreal and some
350 across Canada. Dubbed “The World
Wants a Real Deal,” the campaign was co-
ordinated by Tck Tck Tck – a coalition of
global organizations that includes
Avaaz.org.

“It’s an amazing show of solidarity not
just across Canada, but around the world,”
said Durnford.

Realizing the nearest vigil was located
far enough away to be a hike for her fam-
ily, she arranged, with the help of
Avaaz.org, to have one right on her front
steps, and getting the word out in a week’s
time through the web and grapevine with
hopes of inspiring the prime minister,
Canadian representatives and other global
delegates to “do the right thing.”

Durnford, who also a hosted an after-
vigil holiday party, said she was happy
there were a lot of children there because
“at the end of the day, that’s what this is all
about. It’s about them and the future they
will have.” 

Westmounter hosts candlelight vigil 
for Copenhagen climate talks

A candlelight vigil led by Megan Durnford and her family in front of their Victoria Ave. home brought
neighbours together on December 12.

Manoir choir rings in start of the holidays 

specialized in design and custom made furniture
Call for appointment 514-739-8838

silvano.f.gatti@gmail.com

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating any type
of BOOKS to KidzSafe Foundation

to fund educational programs for kids.

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930
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NEWS YOU CAN USE
Immobilier McGuigan Pepin Inc. proudly welcomes
affiliated real estate agent, Antony Kovic, to their team
and Westmount offices. Antony is American born,
Montreal bred and internationally experienced. An
Engineer by profession, combined with many years of
Architectural/Interior design & upscale renovation/
Construction Management experience. As a seasoned
Westmount & Montreal resident, Antony has the
knowledge, skill, eye and passion for identifying the
best Real Estate. Ready to help his clients succeed in
acquiring their future dream property.
You can reach Antony on his cell phone at 514-894-9198

We welcome you at our new satellite storefront at
4431 Ste Catherine Ouest, Westmount

514-937-8383–info@mcguiganpepin.com–www.mcguiganpepin.com

514.935.9582

Lucettte
Hivon

Affiliated Real Estate Agent

Re/Max Westmount

Greetings of the Season
And Best Wishes For the

New Year to all my clients
and friends!

Meilleurs vœux à tous
mes clients et amis!

Peter
Higgins
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

514.813.4261

1361Greene Avenue,
Westmount

www.profusionrealty.ca

Chartered Real Estate Broker

Lighting the way

Westmount’s mayoral lamp posts are now illuminating the entrance to Peter Trent’s house on Côte St.
Antoine Rd., an outward symbol of change in the city’s leadership. They were transferred from the
Lansdowne Ave. home of former mayor Karin Marks.
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JILL & JOAN PRÉVOST
Affiliated real estate agents

Please visit all our properties at

joanprevost.com

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE $1,588,000
Luxurious living in 2,375 sq.ft. of condo space in prime Westmount
location with unparalleled services and phenomental river, mountain
and city views.

RENFREW | WESTMOUNT $1,098,000
Lovely 4+1 bedroom, cross-hall plan, large eat-in kitchen/ family
room, 3½ baths, garage + exterior parking & garden.

SQUARE DES GOUVERNEURS | NDG $1,299,000
2,624 sq.ft. penthouse apt, unique windows, exposed stone, arched
ceilings & open space with modern comfort.

4-6 WINDSOR | WESTMOUNT $798,000
Unique victorian duplex (was/can be cottage) situated on a bright
corner steps fromVictoria Village!

PINE AVE. | DOWNTOWN $995,000
Unique and enchanting 3 bedroom penthouse oasis in downtown
Montreal in a small and quiet building with panoramic southern
views.

ATWATER MARKET $599,000
3-storey, 3-bedroom 2002 townhome steps from the Lachine canal,
Atwater Market & park.

RECENTLY PURCHASEDRECENTLY PURCHASED RECENTLY PURCHASED

Wishing all our Clients and Friends a healthy, happy
& prosperous Holiday Season and New Year!

Jill & Joan

514.915.1696
jillprevost@sothebysrealty.ca

514.591.0804
joanprevost@sothebysrealty.ca


