
Not much snow this year – Are we rich? 

Major savings expected 
on city’s $3.5M snow budget 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As the current winter season comes 
close to winding down – except for the like-
lihood of a usual snow storm this month 
– the city’s figures from Public Works at 
the end of February indicate that West-
mount had received approximately half the 
amount of snow it recorded a year ago. 

This has resulted in three major snow 

removal operations costing around $2.2 
million rather than last year’s five oper-
ations as part of the city’s snow removal 
budget of “approximately $3.5 million,” 
according to Robert Talarico, Public Works 
director. “This budget can exceed or de -
crease depending on the winter weather.” 

While this year, 49,120 cubic meters had 
been collected, compared 
to 102,268 cubic metres 

Cited as a ‘safety measure’: Mayor Smith 

City asks province to extend 
99-year lease for RMR armoury 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In a series of ongoing efforts to ensure 
the Royal Montreal Regiment remains in 
Westmount past the end of April, city 
coun cil February 26 asked the Quebec gov-
ernment to extend the city’s 99-year lease 
regarding the armoury by one year. The 
emphyteutic lease was to expire April 28. 

While the armoury itself was built in 
1925 with publicly raised seed money, it 
sits on city land adjacent to the Westmount 
recreation centre (WRC), for which the 
regiment pays $1 a year in rent. 

According to details of the council res-
olution, which were not read out before the 
council vote, under the Quebec civil code 
the maximum term of an emphyteutic 
lease “is now” 100 years. 

This could make it possible to extend 

the expiry date regarding the armoury to 
April 28, 2025. 

As a result, Mayor Christina Smith told 
the Independent the next day, the reason for 
delaying the expiry of the lease resulted 
from federal/Quebec relationships in 
which Quebec “controls” the armoury 
issue. 

“Quebec has had everything in its hands 
since last July,” she explained, but only two 
weeks ago had informed the city of the 
need for additional information. 

As a re sult, the city is taking advantage 
of the change in emphyteutic terms to seek 
a lease extension “as a safety measure.” 

Previously approved 

It was at the council meeting April 17, 
2023, that a city resolution 
had been approved unani-
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Most scaffolding ever? 

This house at 80 Sunnyside, just east of Lexington, has A LOT of scaffolding around it, as seen 
February 24. This view is of the house’s back. Photo: Ralph Thompson. 
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STYLISH DOWNTOWN CONDO

Ville-Marie | 1179 Rue De Bleury, apt. 3 | $1,300,000 Westmount | 2 Rue Westmount-Square, apt. PH-C | $5,500,000
FEATURED

PENTHOUSE W/ A+ VIEWS

Côte-des-Neiges | 4100 Ch. de la Côte-
des-Neiges, apt. 16 | $950,000 

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue 
Sherbrooke O., apt. D-21 | $965,000 

 Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue 
Sherbrooke O., apt. PH3 | $2,250,000 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue 
Sherbrooke O., apt. 512 | $599,000

SUNNY 3-BED W/ PARKING 

ELEGANT 2-BED CONDO BRIGHT & SPACIOUS 1-BED 

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue 
Sherbrooke O., apt. E30-31 | $4,995,000 

5-BED LUXURY CONDO 

Hampstead | 45 Rue Dufferin 
$980,000 

BEAUTIFUL FAMILY HOME MODERN 2-FLOOR PENTHOUSE 

Côte-des-Neiges | 5026 Av. Iona 
$1,499,000 

FAMILY HOME W/ POOL 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue 
Sherbrooke O., apt. 1102 | $1,495,000 

GORGEOUS 3-BED CONDO 

NEW PRICE FEATURED

NEW LISTING

FEATURED FEATURED FEATURED

FEATUREDFEATURED

FEATURED



Dog walker ticketted after previous warning 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A man from Ontario walking a dog 
with out a licence tag in Summit Woods 
February 24 was issued a ticket for the 
offence, Public Security officials said. When 
encountered by a patroller, he argued that 
the by-law did not apply to out-of-towners. 
He had been warned on February 16, how-
ever, and was ticketed $232 on this occa-
sion. 

Car fire breaks out 
at Victoria and The Blvd. 

A car fire at Victoria and The Boulevard 
was extinguished by firefighters February 
23, according to Public Security. When 
officers arrived at 8:40 am, they found a 
woman trying to retrieve items from the 
car. There were no reported injuries. 

Woman falls at Greene 
and St. Catherine 

A woman was reported to have split her 
chin in a fall at Greene and St. Catherine 
February 28, according to Public Security 

officials. She did not want an ambulance 
and was taken to her home nearby to be 
given first aid. The woman was reported 
to have fallen accidentally around 1:15 pm. 

Hurt leg in park 
Public Security received a call February 

24 at 9:10 am for a woman lying on her 
back in King George (Murray) Park, offi-
cials said. On arrival, officers found her 
conscious and believed to have hurt her 
leg. She was covered with a blanket while 
awaiting Urgences Santé, reported to be 
on the way.
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jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

In a world where change is constant, having the right guidance can make all 
the difference. With nearly 20 years of experience uniting buyers and sellers, 

my goal is to make your transition seamless. I navigate the challenges, 
so you can start your next chapter stress-free. 

Call me! Let’s write your next chapter together!

 403 Clarke • $2,495,000 
5 BED, 3+2 BATH, 2 GARAGE

3477 Atwater • $1 850,000 
3 BED, 3+1 BATH, 2 GARAGE 

(514) 934-1818 • 1245 Av. Greene, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A4
www.carlyfridman.com • info@carlyfridman.com

Car crash near WRC 

This car was photographed near the entrance to the Westmount recreation centre on St. Catherine 
St. on February 28 at 10:20 am. No other damaged car was visible at the time. 

Photo courtesy of Sam Beitel. 
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Gun scare leads to ‘team effort,’ proves unfounded 

Victoria Hall serves as evacuation centre for Roslyn School students 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Montreal police, Urgences Santé ambu-
lance staff, Westmount Public Security, city 
officials and employees came together 
quickly February 28 to help in coordinating 
efforts to open Victoria Hall as the main 
“shelter” for students evacuated from Ros-

lyn School after a report of an armed per-
son in the school.  

The report turned out to be false. 
“Children arrived by bus and in groups 

on foot led by their teachers,” said assistant 
Public Security director Kimberley Colqu-
houn. “The first group arrived at Victoria 
Hall at approximately 1:20 pm. Children 

had all been picked up by about 5:25 pm. 
“At one point, there were up to 530 stu-

dents welcomed at Victoria Hall during 
that time frame,” she said. “Library staff 
recorded names, Public Works helped pre-
pare Victoria Hall for what might be need -
ed and one of the teachers made popcorn. 
It was a great team effort.” 

Among the first there was Mayor Chris-
tina Smith. She had already received a call 
from someone who had seen the commo-
tion at the school as the first police cars 
arrived. She immediately asked that Vic-
toria Hall be opened. 

“The teachers were amazing,” Smith 
said. “The kindergarten kids were scared. 
Parents were panicked. It’s the world 
they’re living nowadays. Public Works 
went to city hall for more water and cleared 
out the shelves at Metro for juice boxes and 
granola bars.” Among those helping was 
Councillor Mary Gallery, whose role was 
described as “shuffling the kids to the bath-
room.” 

Communicating with the parents in -
volv ed a whole protocol from the school. 
In the end, she said, “I have never been 
prouder of the city and community.” 

Remembering the ice storm 

Victoria Hall served as one of the city’s 
two main shelters during the ice storm of 
1998. Based on that experience, Victoria 
Hall has been outfitted with equipment 
needed during a major 
power outage, for ex -

Police stopped traffic on Westmount Ave. in front of Roslyn School February 28. Photos: Ralph Thompson. 
continued on p. 5
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Stretch targetted: Sherbrooke to Westmount Ave. 

Contract for Claremont Ave. to lead to public consultation 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Work concerning the re-do of Clare-
mont from Sherbrooke to Westmount Ave. 
was awarded by Westmount city council 
February 26 to Groupe Civitas Inc. at a 
maximum of $353,261, of which $225,723 
including tax credits would be for the 2024 
fiscal year. 

The contract was described as for “pro-
fessional services in engineering, mobility, 
public domain development, design, prep-

aration of plans and specifications, and 
technical assistance for the execution of 
the work on Claremont and Lorraine.” 

Because this contract concerned profes-
sional services, it was awarded on a system 
of bid weighting and evaluation on which 
Groupe Civitas was reported to be the high-
est conforming bidder after having ob tain -
ed the best score. 

It was described as being similar to one 
for Forden Ave. and Forden Crescent as 
being the beginning of a public consulta-

tion process. 
Mayor Christina Smith told the Indepen-

dent the scope of the construction project 
involves Claremont from Sherbrooke to 
Westmount Ave. 

That intersection is at the east city limits 
near Marianopolis College. 

This busy stretch of Claremont cuts 
through a residential area involving city 
busses, a hill, one side of Prince Albert 
Park, and many students and commuters 
travelling to and from NDG.

Westmount rentals

visit todayschhedule your 

Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

ample, and the protocol needed for over-
night or ex tended sheltering. 

Its purpose as a shelter is one of the rea-
sons for the upgrading of the community 
centre’s boiler/mechanical room, which 
previously serviced the old section of the 
library, but is now being split off consider-
ing Victoria Hall serves as the city’s emerg-
ency shelter (see story Nov. 8, 2022, p. 7). 

See p. 7 for the police’s perspective on this 
incident. 

▶Roslyn children, teachers and parents arriving 
and waiting at Victoria Hall February 28. Two 
children’s faces have been obscured by the Inde-
pendent.



Mayor: Thank you, 
city employees, re: Roslyn 
School false alarm 
This email was sent in both languages to all 
city employees on February 28. It was shared 
with the Independent by the mayor. 

To all the employees of Westmount, 
On Wednesday, February 28, 2024, the 

city faced an emergency situation at Roslyn 
School due to an unfounded threat. The 
SPVM [agglomeration police] reacted 
quickly, executing its evacuation protocol 
to ensure the safety of all students and 
staff. 

Following the evacuation, the children 
and staff were relocated to Victoria Hall. I 
am immensely proud of our teams. Their 
rapid response and support were remark-
able. I sincerely thank our public safety 
officers for their coordination, the Library 
and Events staff for providing food and 
games to help the teachers with frightened 
children, the Hydro Westmount and Pub-
lic Works crews for assisting in opening 
the windows to help ventilate the crowded 
space, and the city council members who 
came to lend a hand. 

I must also acknowledge the exceptional 
commitment of Westmount employees 
who helped our community at a crucial 
time. With their empathy, dedication and 
unwavering goodwill, they consistently 
exceed expectations. I express my most sin-
cere gratitude on behalf of council, parents 
and children. I am deeply proud to be sur-

rounded by such an incredible team. 
Best regards, 

Christina M. Smith, Mayor 

No lack of humour 
at 150th kick-off 

Attending the Westmount 150th anni-
versary kick-off event at Victoria Hall on 
February 22 was very enjoyable. 

Who knew that the hall is actually in 
“Upper St. Henri,” as explained by Bowser 
and Blue? (Rick Blue further confessed to 
living in Beaconsfield, AKA Westmount-
sur-Lac.) 

In addition to the pieces mentioned by 
Veronica Redgrave in her account of the 
evening (February 27, p. 21), B and B gave 
some unforgettable renditions.  

None of us who attended will ever again 
be able to listen to “Alouette,” or sit in traf-
fic on the Decarie, without recalling their 
“Autoroute, gentille autoroute, je te fermerai,” 
and then proceeding to “close” the 20, the 
15, the 30 and the 10. 

Nor look on the new monarch and not 
hear, “Charles that’s me, KC-3”. 

And then we learned that invoking the 
Emergency Measures Act for the noisy 
Freedom Convoy in Ottawa two years ago 
was entirely unnecessary. Their brilliant 
suggestion was that a few counter-demon-
stration signs saying “Honk if you like Jus-
tin” would have done the trick! 

George and Rick’s SESQUICENTEN-
AIRE/sesquicentennial performance was 
summed up best by my son, with words to 

the effect that: “They got my Bach-freak pa 
to enjoy electric guitar?” 
Anthony Walter, Lansdowne Ave., “USH” 

Read report on southeast 
This is in reference to the letter to the 

editor in the February 20 issue of the West-
mount Independent by residents of the 
southeast district (p. 6). They wrote to re -
mind your readers of the efforts already 
made by southeast district residents to 
ensure that new designs and buildings will 
adhere to a human scale. 

The letter also refers to the McGill Uni-
versity’s School of Urban Planning’s com-
missioned revitalization report. 

The link to it is: tinyurl.com/Revitalisa
tion-Report. I invite your readers to consult 
it. 

Rosalind Halvorsen, Weredale Park 

Let residents of large 
buildings compost 

I agree with Dylan Lawless about the re -
quirement for community compost bins 
(February 20, p. 6). 

Large buildings are reluctant to incor-
porate compost into their buildings for a 
number of understandable reasons: cost, 
infrastructure, smell, vermin as well as ten-
ants who will not abide by the rules. Unless 
the city can help them with these issues, 
there will continue to be resistance. 

Those of us who believe strongly in 
composting (I take mine up north when I 
go), do so diligently and want to continue. 
Many of us used to have it at our houses 
and youth should be super conscious of 
the benefits. 

Although there is a drop-off at the Pub-
lic Works (I think*) building, it is difficult 
to get to and, without a car, leaves a lot of 
people unable to go. 

I urge the city to continue to offer assis-
tance and incentives to large apartment 
owners. However, in the meantime, en -
ough bins close to larger apartment build-
ings with rules clearly shown, could de -
crease the landfill immensely. 

Aletha Thompson, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

*Editor’s note: I called Public Works on 
March 4. There is a bin for household com-
posting in the Corporation Yard at the foot 
of Bethune. – DP. 

More memories 
of Stephen Chin 

Thank you, David, for the tiny tribute 
to the late Stephen Chin (February 27, p. 
7). He was indeed a quiet soul, who loved 
his dogs. 

I live on Kitchener Ave. and have fond 
memories of seeing him walk his dogs and 
later one dog. He rode his bicycle, and the 

dogs trotted along happily. Both the dogs 
and Stephen got older. Stephen then 
walked his bicycle alongside the remaining 
dog – because that was what the dog was 
used to – very slowly. How loving and 
patient Stephen was. How loyal the dog. 

On behalf of all dog owners, well done 
Stephen, and thank you. 

One day, there was no dog, no bicycle 
and, now, no Stephen. 

Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave. 

What can we do 
for the homeless? 

Similar to most Westmounters, my 
exposure to people severely in need is 
spare and episodic. Affluent Westmount, 
like other Canadian cities, now* has street 
people with no place to call home, unless 
labelling a tent below the Ville Marie 
Expressway “home.” 

There are many unfortunates who pan-
handle throughout Westmount: sections 
of Greene, Victoria, Sherbrooke and St. 
Catherine are routinely selected, but these 
individuals are relatively better off because 
they are not freezing outside overnight; 
those that are have even fewer resources, 
personal and external. 

Alcohol and other drugs are widely ap -
parent at Cabot Square, Alexis Nihon Plaza 
and various tunnels and entries connecting 
to the Metro. 

Recently, at least one bank in West-
mount has curtailed service to customers 
for their safety. Bank lobbies with ATMs 
are now sometimes locked at bank closing, 
preventing legitimate transactions because 
lobbies were being regularly used as over-
night shelters. Clients making cash with-
drawals at night, in close proximity to a 
potentially harmful person, is apparently 
risky business. 

Readers can agree that this is a sorry 
state of affairs, but unless personally touch -
ed, may remain at a remove. 

I ask that they reflect on the following 
experience because something similar can 
happen to anyone. At 6 am on February 20, 
at the building that I live in, a woman who 
is a friend and neighbour later recounted 
to me her shock and dismay on opening 
her apartment door to retrieve a newspaper 
and confronting the body of a man with 
blanket, lying on chair cushions placed on 
the floor, inches from her doorstep. She 
locked the door and telephoned for help. 
When a valet arrived, the man was gone. 

There are several 
things to consider: first, 
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See p. 10 for another letter to the 
editor, which recalls former prime 

minister and Westmounter 
Brian Mulroney.
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Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Police Report 

Police to parents: Stay clear 
of schools during threats 
By Martin C. Barry 

In the aftermath of an emergency evac -
uation which took place at Roslyn Elemen-
tary School on Westmount Ave. last week, 
a community police officer at Station 12 
has some advice for parents. 

Try to stay clear of the security oper-
ations at least until the police have declared 
the situation under control, says Cst. Mike 
Yigit, the Stanton St. station’s community 
relations specialist. 

An evacuation was ordered shortly after 
11:30 am on February 28 after an apparent 
malfunction of Roslyn Elementary’s inter-
nal phone system, resulting in a “Code 
Silver” warning that an armed individual 
was present in the school. 

Although the school went into a class-
room-by-classroom lockdown, and a thor-
ough police search failed to locate a poten-
tial shooter, at least one person was report -
ed to have been escorted from the school 
while handcuffed, then placed into a police 
cruiser. 

Media reports later identified the 
school’s janitor, Angelo Martello, as the 
person who was removed as a precaution 
taken by the police until they were able to 
positively identify him. 

Cst. Yigit said the trigger for the inci-
dent may have been an incorrect number 
sequence entered into the phone system, 
and that as soon as the warning was issued 
there was no turning back from the lock-
down and evacuation procedures to be fol-
lowed. 

He said Montreal police officers from 
Station 12 were on the scene within three 
minutes, followed by colleagues from sta-
tions 13, 16, 20, 22 and 51. Members of the 
force’s special weapons and tactics (SWAT) 
team also were called in, as well as officers 
and horses from the equestrian unit. 

After being evacuated, students were 
brought to Victoria Hall on Sherbrooke St. 
as well as to Marianopolis College a few 
blocks west on Westmount Ave., where 
parents picked them up. 

Regarding parents, many of whom 
turned up outside the school, Yigit said, 
“It’s important for parents to understand 
that they should not go to the school be -
cause it adds to the stress of the police 
officers when a lot of parents are coming 
in. And any persons found in or around 
the school by procedure are handcuffed 
because we don’t know who they are.” 

He said some parents who arrived on 
the scene may have mistakenly misidenti-
fied the person who was removed as a 
shooter. He also noted that in the state of 
confusion typical during such incidents, 
active shooters can evade being detected 
by discarding their weapons and posing as 
bystanders. 

The police plan to meet soon with Ros-
lyn Elementary administrators to review 
the response to the incident, Yigit added.

the situation could easily have de volved to 
something far worse. Second, what if it had 
been you? Third, what can the city of West-
mount and concerned citizens do to create 
places for the destitute of Westmount? 
Stephen Cohen, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

*Editor’s note: To avoid the propagation of 
rose-coloured versions of the past, I feel the 
need to point out that the homeless have 
been a part of Westmount since at least the 
advent of this newspaper in 2007. For an 
example from 15 years ago, see Nov ember 
17-18, 2009, p. 25. The problem may be 
greater now – and the statistics say so for 
the province of Quebec – but the issue is 
not new, and not new to Westmount. – DP.

Letters to the editor, cont’d from p. 6



Editor’s follow-up 

Rat kingdom’s communications 
team doesn’t miss a beat 

Attentive readers will have noticed my 
short editor’s note at the end of the “rat 
king’s” satirical piece in last week’s paper 
(p. 6): “The Independent wrote to the city 
February 15 to check the facts about this 
job posting [for an environmental inspec-
tor], which was not visible then. The city 
has not replied.” 

On Wednesday, February 28, the rat 
king emailed me a link showing that the 
job posting was archived on the city’s web 
site at westmount.org/en/ait-job-offer/
environmental-inspector/ (also repro-
duced at right). 

Perhaps you can forgive me for not 
finding the posting. When I checked a 
section of the city’s website called “Cur-

rent job opportunities” on or before Feb-
ruary 15, it listed three jobs, none of 
which was “environmental inspector” 
(see below how that page appeared on 

February 28, i.e. un chang ed from Febru-
ary 15, as far as I can remember). I see 
now that the inspector job posting 
expired February 12 and was archived. 

Couldn’t the city have directed me to 
that part of its website? 

I had no idea it archived past job post-
ings. And the city has still not replied to 
my email. 

Perhaps I can direct other future in -
quiries about the city to the rat king? To 
his credit, he seems to be a fairly inform -
ed and hands-on monarch. – DP.
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Yard Work 

Yard work, garden cleaning, weeding, mulch 514-294-5562. 

Housekeeping Available 
Regular Residential Housekeeping, damage insurance 
$2,000,000, some availability for the winter season and 
spring 2024, professional and discreet service, free estimate 
Marie 514-290-1673.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

▲ A screenshot from the city’s website on February 28.

▶A screenshot from the city’s website on 
February 28 (three images turned into one).

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

We welcome letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 

and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered. 
Email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

SUTTON, QUEBEC 
Experience living at its finest with 
this spectacular equestrian property. 
This property offers the ultimate 
lifestyle on over 100 acres. 
MLS 12874870 $2,500,000
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Too soon for thoughts of spring?



Thank you, 
Prime Minister Mulroney 

In 2009, I was a university student. I ran 
for city council in Westmount at the age of 
21. It was a three-ticket race and I was 30 
years younger than my opponents. But I 
like a good challenge. 

I had no political experience. My cam-
paign was simple. We are the younger gen-
eration, and our generation should have 
representation on council. Our objective 
was to get out the younger people to vote 
who typically are disengaged with munici-
pal politics. 

After an exhausting campaign (I knock -
ed on every constituent’s door), election 
day comes. As candidates do, I voted for 
myself early in the morning. As I am walk-
ing out of the polling station, Brian Mul-
roney is walking in. I am star struck. I try 
to avoid eye contact. He stops me. 

“You’re Philip Cutler,” he says. 
Embarrassed, but impressed he recog-

nized me, I say, “I am.” 
“Good. I’ve come to vote for you, and it’s 

a pleasure to shake your hand,” Brian says. 
“To vote for me?”  
“Yes. I’ve followed your campaign. 

You’ve worked harder and are the most 
qualified candidate.” 

I didn’t know what to say. Westmount is 
a community of many distinguished folks, 
but a prime minister is a prime minister. 
And Brian Mulroney is Brian Mulroney. 

Fan-boying, I ask Brian if we can take a 
picture. “Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister,” 
I say as I walk away. 

Hours later, I lost the election, finishing 
second by a slim margin. I was disap-
pointed. But having a prime minister vote 
for you will give you a certain confidence. 

In 2013, I ran again. If you know me, 
you know I don’t like losing so four years 
was a long time for the sting to sit. Again, 
like déjà-vu, I walk out of the polling sta-
tion on election day to see Brian Mulroney 
walking in. This time, I approach him. 

“Mr. Prime Minister,” I say. 
“Philip. Congrats. I look forward to you 

being my city councillor.” He says as he 
shakes my hand again. 

“I haven’t won anything yet.” I tell him. 
He looks at me with a smile. “No, but 

you will.” And walks in to vote. 
This time I won. At 25, I was, and still 

am, the youngest ever city councillor elect -
ed in Westmount’s 150-year history. 

For the next eight years, I was Brian’s 
city councillor. 

We didn’t speak very often, typically to 
discuss small municipal matters. We’d see 
each other on the streets from time to time. 

To this day, I think about that first inter-
action often. It is etched in my memory.  

He was a true leader. Everywhere he 
went he radiated and uplifted the people 
around him. It was almost like an infec-
tious glow that rubbed off. I feel privileged 
to have been one of those people. 

I never had the opportunity to properly 
thank him. What I wish I could have told 
him was that small interaction gave me a 
confidence I didn’t think I deserved and 
shaped who I am today.  

Rest in peace, Mr. Prime Minister. 
Thank you for changing my life. 

Philip A. Cutler, former city 
councillor, District 2 
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COURTIER IMMOBILIER 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

RE AL E STATE AS IT 
IS ME ANT TO BE: 

DIRECT, HONE ST & TIMELY
5 1 4 - 8 2 5 - 8 7 7 1  /  j o s e p h m a r o v i t c h r e a l e s t a t e . c o m  

R E M A X  A C T I O N  I N C

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE 
Sherbrooke & Mackay 

Retail/Office space to lease 
1000 to 2700 sf 

$3,850 to $5000 per mth

15 YORK, WESTMOUNT 
$980,000 MLS 25170122 

Div. 2 bdr 2 bth jacuzzi A/C 
Ground floor

4536 MELROSE, NDG 
$925,000 MLS 19964000 
Div. lower with basement 
3 bdr 2 bth gar backyard

Remembering Mulroney in Westmount 

On June 5, 1985, then prime minister Brian Mulroney (1984-1993), right, who died February 29 in 
Palm Beach, Florida was given the key to the city and honorary citizenship at city hall. After the cer-
emony, he mingled with some of the 300 school children invited to the event. At left is the late, 
then-mayor Brian Gallery, who officiated. Mulroney had lived many years in Westmount before 
becoming PM, including at 68 Belvedere Rd., and upon his return from Ottawa in a house on 
Forden Crescent until 2015, where he and his wife Mila were often seen handing out Hallowe’en 
treats. Photo: Laureen Sweeney

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Letters to the editor (cont’d)
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 VENOGROSV683 A683 AV. GROSVENO
4 BEDS , 3+1 BATH

      

     

   

 

 

 TMOUNTWESOR 3711 BOULOR, WESTMOUNT
S | $2,998,000

3711 BOUL
5+1 B

      

     

   

 

 

 TMOUNTWESARDTHE BOULEV. THE BOULEVARD, WESTMOUNT
EDS , 4+2 BATHS | $2,998,000

      

     

   

 

 

 ASSONDE C5 CH5 CH. DE CASSON,
5+1 BEDS , 4+1 BATHS

      

     

   

 

 

 TMOUNTWES T3773 BOUL3773 BOUL. T
3+1 BED

, WESTMOUNT
| $2,845,000

      

     

   

 

 

 TMOUNTWESARDHE BOULEVHE BOULEVARD, WESTMOUNT
DS , 3+1 BATHS | $2,795,000

      

     

   

 

 

 

LANSDOWNV427 A

 2-TH

427 AV. LANSDOWN
4 BEDS, 2+2 BATH

OPEN HOUSE MARCH 10

      

     

   

 

 

 

TMOUNTWES 339NE 339NE, WESTMOUNT
S | $2,375,000

-4 PM

      

     

   

 

 

 

TMOUNTWESVENORGROSV9 A9 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $1,778,000

      

     

   

 

 

 

YLEARGV486 A486 AV. ARGYLE,
4 BEDS , 2+1 BATHS 

      

     

   

 

 

 

TMOUNWES3TMOUNTWES 3 RUEWESTMOUNT
| $1,680,000

3 RUE WESTMOUN
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TMOUNTWESARE #516SQU--NTNTT--SQUARE #516, WESTMOUNT
BEDS, 2 BATHS | $1,500,000

      

     

   

 

 

 

DE MAISONNEUVE O4212 BOUL4212 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE O.
2 BEDS, 3 BATH

      

     

   

 

 

 

TE-C4TMOUNTWES#1 4700 RUE S

1303 Av Green

. #1, WESTMOUNT
S | $1,295,000

4700 RUE STE-C

      

     

   

 

 

 

TMOUNTWES#613THERINE OAC

e #500 Westmount QC H3Z 2A7

CATHERINE O. #613, WESTMOUNT
3 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $1,240,000

      

     

   

 

 

 

REDFERN #12VA376

| Profusion immobilier inc - Real E

376 AV. REDFERN #12,
2 BEDS, 1 BAT

      

     

   

 

 

 

DE MA4TMOUNTWES 4215 BOUL

Estate Agency

, WESTMOUNT
H | $649,000

4215 BOUL. DE MA

      

     

   

 

 

 

TMOUNTWES#4AISONNEUVE OAISONNEUVE O. #4, WESTMOUNT
2 BEDS, 1 BATH | $579,000
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AAWWAN 
Professiona  

TUSINESS CONSULB LTTAANT INC
al Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Serv 

C.
vice

6900 Boul. Decarie, #225B (Decarie Square)
Montreal, Quebec H3X 2T8

514-227-8765
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

Personal Income Tax Return 
Starting from 

$99 +tx 
*until 
30 April 
2024

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

MMFA exhibit highlights 
connections between O’Keeffe, 
Moore, Canada 

The just-opened exhibit at the Montreal 
Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA) is an exclus-
ive Canadian premiere.   

It stars two 20th-century giants:  artists 
Georgia O’Keeffe and Henry Moore. Al -
though O’Keeffe was a painter and Moore 
primarily a sculptor, both sourced found 
objects for their creativity.  

In particular, they were inspired by 
bones and stones. Curiously, though, they 
rejected gifts of stones: they preferred to 
discover their own. 

Moore’s morphed into massive monu-
mentality; O’Keeffe’s into luminous en -
large ments of nature, often flowers. In deed, 
landscapes were pivotal to both artists. 

Interestingly “in her first trip outside 

the US, Georgia O’Keeffe chose to visit 
Montreal and the Gaspésie,” noted Stép-
hane Aquin, director MMFA.  

These pioneering icons of modern art 
met only once in 1946 at New York’s 
MOMA (Museum of Modern Art) where 
Moore had a solo exhibition. O’Keeffe had 
a show there the same year.  

Present at the launch of Georgia O’Keeffe 
and Henry Moore, Giants of Modern Art, 
were the MMFA’s president André Dufour, 
director Stéphane Aquin, director cura-
torial division Mary-Dailey Desmarais, Jo-
Anne Duchesne, general director MMFA 
Foundation; Iris Amizlev, curator commu-
nity engagement and projects; and Henry 
Danowski, grandson of Henry Moore. 

From the San Diego Museum of Art 
were Anita Feldman, deputy director cura-
torial affairs, and Roxana Velasquez Mar-
tinez del Campo, CEO.  

Organized by the San Diego Museum 
of Art, this exciting exhibit is comple-
mented by events at the museum 
(mbam.qc.ca) 

André Dufour, Jo-Anne Duchesne, Anita Feldman, Iris Amizlev, Roxana Velasquez Martínez del 
Campo, Henry Danowski and Stéphane Aquin.

Art 

Veronica Redgrave
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ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)  NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001

MYPAINT.CA  -  514 933 5888  -   

A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

“LE SOLANO”, OLD PORTCOURS LE ROYER, OLD PORT“UM”, PLATEAU-MONT-ROYAL “LOFTS REDPATH”, SOUTH WEST

“BEAUX-ARTS”, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

“BEAUX-ARTS”, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$3,995,000

MAGNIFICENT APARTMENT | MOUNTAIN & RIVER VIEWS

$8,500,000

ENTIRE FLOOR APARTMENT | MOUNTAIN VIEWS

LISTED & SOLD SOLD

“RITZ-CARLTON”, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

“RITZ-CARLTON”, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

FIVE STAR LIVING | WORLD-CLASS SERVICES

$3,975,000

BRIGHT AND LUXURIOUS | IDEAL PIED A TERRE

$2,495,000

LISTED & SOLD SOLD

SUMPTUOUS AND SPACIOUS | PENTHOUSE | TOP FLOOR

“FOUR SEASONS”, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$14,500,000 + tx

SEMI-DETACHED HOME | LOVELY TERRACE

AV. MURRAY HILL, WESTMOUNT

$1,725,000

PRICE ADJUSTMENT
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue SOFIA 

STAVRIDIS
Residential Real Estate Broker

sofi a@profusion.global
514.778.3427

SMOOTH 
SAILING

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

September transfers: Summit Circle house sells for $12M 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in September 2023, gleaned from city 
sources. A list of sales can be found on p. 15. 

The majestic stone house at 90 Summit 
Circle became the first home to sell over 
$10 million in 2023, according to the latest 
list of registrations. 

The house, built for Gerald W. Birks in 
1933, sold for exactly $12 million, taking a 
long stride ahead of 619 Clarke Ave.  which 
went for $7,650,000 in July. The Montreal 
Real Estate Board shows six Westmount 
houses with asking prices over $10 million, 
but even in Westmount the higher prices 
are meeting with resistance. 

On the other hand, only two of the nine 
single-family sales in September were for 
less than $2 million, with the lowest price 
involving 77 Somerville Ave., at $1,300,000. 

The percentage of houses that sold for 
more than $2 million – 77 percent – is the 

highest monthly percentage since October 
of 2022, when all of that month’s eight 
sales were above that mark. 

The average price in September was 
$3,464,778, significantly boosted by the $12 
million for 90 Summit Circle. The median 
price, which in this case might be a little 
more indicative of the overall market, is 
$2,378,000. 

Mark-ups over valuation also covered a 
broad range, from -33.5 percent for the 
large house at 4318 Montrose Ave. to +56.1 
percent for a row-house at 355 Olivier Ave. 
The average mark-up was 6.8 percent; the 
monthly averages have been hovering in a 
range between -10 and +10 percent for the 
entire year so far. 

Condos 

September also heralded the sale of five 
condominiums – three from successions/
estates   including four from apartment 
buildings and only one from a former 
duplex. 

The price/valuation ratio was much 
more uniform, except for one ground-floor 
apartment at 1 Wood Ave. which spent 
more than eight months on the market and 
brought the month’s lowest condo price, 
$535,000, despite having a municipal valu-

ation of $878,400. 
So far this year, the average price/valu-

ation ratio for one- and two-family dwell-
ings, based on the 2023 valuation roll, is 
0.7 percent, basically saying the values have 

not changed since 2021, the year the valu-
ations are based on. 

For condominiums, the average mark-
up is 3.0 percent, so not much more than 
for homes.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

90 Summit Circle. All photos taken February 27.

77 Somerville. 355 Olivier. 4318 Montrose.



March 5, 2024 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 15

profusion.global

Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Real Estate Broker

627 Av. Murray Hill 
Westmount

4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O.
Westmount

1947 Rue Baile | Ville-Marie
Westmount

2657 Rue des Outardes 
Saint-Laurent

56 Rue Turgeon | Le Sud-Ouest
Westmount

9 Av. Roxborough | Westmount
Price Upon Request

5787 Ch. Jubilee 
Côte-Saint-Luc

Our Other Unparalleled International Network

TINA BAER

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in September 2023 

Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2023 Val                     Ratio (±%) 

3200 Cedar                                                Xu Guiling                                                                                                               $2,885,000                      $3,059,000                               -5.7% 

11 Douglas                                                Louis Arsenault & Maurice Côté                                                                            $2,040,000                      $1,792,400                              13.8% 

667 Grosvenor                                           Robert Itzkovitz & Tania Cefaloni                                                                          $3,450,000                      $2,700,000                              27.8% 

340 Kitchener                                            estate Pak Chow Cheong                                                                                        $2,350,000                      $2,319,700                                1.3% 

4318 Montrose                                          Susan Maclaren-Khan                                                                                            $1,480,000                      $2,224,100                             -33.5% 

355 Olivier                                                 Warren Fremeth & Nina Vaccaro                                                                          $3,300,000                      $2,113,800                              56.1% 

77 Somerville                                             Keith Carrier & Nicole Meloche                                                                             $1,300,000                      $1,181,000                              10.1% 

90 Summit Circle                                      9333-6071 Québec Inc.                                                                                         $12,000,000                    $11,117,300                                7.9% 

4732 The Boulevard                                  Liufen Liu                                                                                                                $2,378,000                      $2,699,700                             -11.9% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

77 Bruce                                                    Elisabeth Evans Olders & Andrew Johnston                                                            $795,000                         $825,500                               -3.7% 

285 Clarke #402                                        estate Jacqueline Renaud                                                                                       $1,300,000                      $1,362,000                               -4.6% 

4175 St. Catherine #1405                         estate Janet Molinas Modiano                                                                               $1,450,000                      $1,339,900                                8.2% 

4700 St. Catherine #410                           Frances Berg                                                                                                           $1,150,000                      $1,084,900                                6.0% 

1 Wood #105                                             estate Raynald Bordeleau                                                                                          $535,000                         $878,400                             -39.1% 



Barrier for Greene rail bridge late, but coming ‘soon’ 
In our October 17, 2023 issue (p. 1), we 

wrote about work to erect a protective bar-
rier on Greene below Dorchester to shield 
the rail bridge from truck strikes, which 
have occurred many times in recent and 
not-so-recent history.  

The project was scheduled to be com-
pleted in January. When the Independent 
went by February 23 and March 4, there 
was no visible barrier. What’s up?  

On February 26, Jean-Maxime St-
Hilaire, spokesman the Réseau de trans-
port métropolitain (EXO), which leases 

the tracks from CP for its commuter trains, 
replied “We have completed all the 
 electrical, structural and civil work and are 
now preparing for the last phase of the pro-
ject.  

“There is only one step left, which is the 
installation of the crash beam itself. We are 
currently consulting our partners to find 
the best time to do so.  

“The work should be completed soon.”
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We thought we had problems in Westmount! According to the BBC on December 29, 2023: “Video 
shared on social media shows an [Air India scrap] plane jammed under a bridge in the city of Moti-
hari, in the eastern Indian state of Bihar.” 

Photo from video on the BBC website, with thanks to Patrick Martin for the heads-up. 

This June 30, 2023 truck strike of the Greene Ave. rail bridge was the most recent one covered by 
the Independent. Photo courtesy of Denis Boucher.

mously to sign an agreement for the 
Department of National Defence (listed as 
His Majesty the King) to purchase the 
armoury from the city. 

The approaching expiry of the lease had 
been raised at the council as recently as 
December 4 when a change in signing 
officers for the agreement was adopted fol-
lowing the departure from the city of Legal 
Services director Denis Ferland. 

The position is now held by Julia Levi-
tin, appointed December 18 (see story 
January 16, p. 1). 

It was in May 1937 that the lease was 
transferred from the RMR Foundation in 
a notarized deed to the Department of 
National Defence. 

The regiment has been described as 
now the only “remaining” bilingual one in 
Canada. 

Long negotiation 

Negotiations regarding expiry of the 
lease have been ongoing for some years, 
over which an agreement had been reach -
ed between the city and DND. This agree-
ment was hailed by the city as meaning the 
regiment itself would remain in West-
mount and not be possibly relocated else-
where by DND. 

Aside from military use of the armoury, 
it is used by many local community groups 
including activities by the Montreal Oral 
School for the Deaf, some of city’s own 
sports programs, cadets, Scouts and also 
rented out to charitable groups.

Armoury, cont’d from p. 1

last winter, the cost of actually removing it 
and transporting it to non-Westmount 
dumps has been $485,162 compared to 
$950,732 a year ago. 

The use of the actual dumps themselves 
has been $90,000 compared to last winter’s 
$165,000. 

In all, figures exclude such costs as 
those re lated to city vehicles, fuel, man-
power, overtime and management teams.

Snow, cont’d from p. 1

2023
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Adorable Rosie, thief of hearts 

Her more formal Chihuahua name is 
Miss Rosita Margarita Florita Chiquita. 
Throughout days of cuddling and play, 
“Rosie” is her favourite name and she 
responds with great affection and interest. 
Delightfully pretty, her short fawn-col-
oured coat contrasts with her huge soulful 
brown eyes. Rosie is a thief of hearts! 

Her story is unique, as she was brought 
to Montreal from Mexico a month ago by 
a Good Samaritan who took her home to 
three cats, which she gets along with quite 
well. Being in a high-rise apartment build-
ing downtown, the arrangements for get-
ting in and out include hallways, an elev-
ator and the lobby. This timeline does not 
work very well. 

Rosie would be better in a home with 
faster access to the outdoors, a backyard or 
regular neighbourhood street frontage, 
and parks for routine pee breaks and 
walks. Rosie loves everyone and gets along 
beautifully with cats and dogs. She would 

do well in another home with pet friends 
yet, as she is only a petite eight pounds, 
best in a home with children over 10 years 
of age. 

She is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. As 
part of her vetting, she is also having a full 
dental. 

Rosie is up for adoption through the 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions volunteer 
group. You can find out more about her by 
enquiring at their email address info@ger-
dysrescue.org, referring to their website at 
www.gerdysrescue.org or following them 
on their Facebook presence. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Fun Leopold 

Leopold is kittenish and silly at only two 
years of age. Posing in front of the bunny 
cushion, it looks as if he has a little buddy! 
Leopold is a very handsome long-haired 
grey-and-white tuxedo with white-acces-
sorized mask, shirt and booties. Quite 
clever, he explores his foster home as a 
curious youngster and makes everyone 
laugh. 

Leopold is in a foster family environ-
ment for the Montreal SPCA and mem -
bers report that he is an affectionate and 

playful purring machine. He is very 
healthy, up to date with his inoculations, 
neutered and microchipped. 

For more information on Leopold, 
please refer to the Montreal SPCA website 
at www.spca.com, refer to his information 
page by his identification number, 52860346, 
and then click on the “Fill out the form” 
rectangle in order to provide contact 
information for the adoption coordinators 
to get back to you. 

Leopold is a sweet companion, very cud-
dly and intelligent, he is waiting for a for-
ever family and it would be wonderful if it 
could be yours. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler
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What does Hydro Westmount do? A technical primer 

Newcomers to Westmount, as well as 
many long-time residents, may be curious 
about the different roles of Hydro West-
mount and its big brother Hydro Quebec 
in supplying electricity to our homes, street 
lights, traffic signals and public facilities.  

Public servants wax eloquent about the 
“enormous pride” they have in Hydro 
Westmount and, as a citizen for over 30 
years, I can attest to its reliability, often 
waking on a cold winter morning to a 
warm home and hot coffee whilst hearing 
on the radio about prolonged power out-
ages in other cities and regions of Quebec. 
Excluding major events such as the 1998 
ice storm or routine maintenance work, 
power interruptions in Westmount are 
very rare in my experience. Even during 
the ice storm of 1998, Westmount fared 
much, much better than most areas of the 
province. 

But one should also view Hydro West-
mount in context. 

It dates back to 1906 and earlier, when 
electricity supply in Quebec was a patch-
work of standards, local generators and dis-
tributors. Subsequently, Quebec has led 
the world in hydroelectricity firsts, from 
the 30-year Beauharnois project, the largest 
run-off generating station in the world at 
the time to even bigger gambles at Chur-
chill Falls in Labrador and the enormous 
James Bay complex. 

Decisive action by the Quebec govern-
ment, most notably by premiers Robert 
Bourassa and René Lévesque, has resulted 

in our enviable position today: a surplus of 
environmentally friendly, renewable 
energy and arguably the cheapest electric-
ity in the world. It’s hard to overstate this 
achievement.  

Inexpensive Quebec electricity 

The average price of electricity in Mon-
treal in 2022 (https://www.statista.com/) 
was 7.59 cents per kilowatt-hour. By com-
parison, the average price of residential 
electricity in Edmonton was 19.48 cents per 
kilowatt-hour, more than double. 

The cost without tax for my home in 
Westmount in the same time period was 

8.58 cents per kilowatt-hour, although this 
may not by a representative comparison. 
(Our individual cost depends on many fac-
tors.)  

Dams are the greatest generators of 
electricity in the province: 94 percent of 
Quebec’s electricity is hydroelectric, and 
five percent comes from wind. And some 
remote communities still depend on oil-
powered generators. Quebec’s last nuclear 
generating facility, Gentilly-2, was perma-
nently shut down in 2012, according to the 
National Energy Board. 

Hydro Westmount’s role 

The big question. What does Hydro 
Westmount do? 

To answer this, I had a meeting at the 
Glen Rd. substation with Hydro West-
mount director Salah Bouziane February 
12. 

Firstly, Hydro Westmount does not gen-
erate any electricity and hasn’t done so for 
about 70 years. It all comes from Hydro 
Quebec. 

Indeed, all Westmount’s electricity 
comes, with the exception of Alexis Nihon, 
from Poste Maisonneuve on St. Antoine 
St. near Greene Ave. This graffiti-dorbed 
concrete monolith at 3467 St. Antoine is 
like a heart, pumping life-giving electrical 
power to the body of Westmount. Ten 15 
kilovolt (kV) lines, like blood vessels, run 
beneath the surface from Poste Maison-
neuve to feed Westmount’s four substa-
tions: Glen Rd., Olivier Ave., King George 

Park and at the bowling green. 
If Poste Maisonneuve were to go down, 

Westmount would be in the dark. 
The substations step down the 15 kV 

lines to 5 kV and distribute the power in a 
radial design, underground to localized 
blocks of residential or commercial build-
ings, where the voltage is stepped down 
again to split phase 120/240 volts. These 
lines connect to our homes.  

For most, the three black cables running 
between our properties and our rear neigh-
bours, with large grey, pole-mounted trans-
formers every few hundred feet, are the 
two out-of-phase lines plus one neutral one 
that supply our properties with 120 and 240 
volts of power. 

For commercial or large needs, three 
phase 347/600 volts are provided, identifi-
able by the triple, pole-mounted trans-
formers. 

Some fortunate property blocks are sup-
plied underground. The radial rather than 
a mesh topology, combined with redun-
dancy, are key to our its reliability accord-
ing to Bouziane. 

The network, and its back-up 

Two underground 5 kilovolt cables, a 
“normal” and “reserve” line, connect one 
of the four substations to a local block of, 
for example, two rows of houses back to 
back. 

The “normal” cable is the main supply 
and “reserve” is a back-up that can be 
switched on if the normal supply fails or 

T’s Takes 

Ralph Thompson

At lower left is the Hydro Westmount substation and control centre 995 Glen Rd. The tall building at top right is the city’s incinerator, which has been 
unused since the 1960s and is slated for demolition (see May 17, 2022, p. 1). The building at top left is a part of the Public Works complex in the Cor-
poration Yard, accessible from Bethune St.

Hydro Quebec’s “Poste Maisonneuve,” which supplies all the electricity to Westmount with the 
exception of Alexis Nihon.



is undergoing maintenance.  
Also, back-up connections between sub-

stations are available, e.g. the Olivier sub-
station can supply Glen Rd. Battery banks 
can be connected as a supply for circuit 
breaker control and operations. 

For those who dislike those ugly wires 
behind our properties, Hydro Westmount 
may be able locate them underground, pre-
sumably for a contiguous block, but it 
comes at a cost. 

Some blocks in Westmount do have 
underground connections to their proper-
ties with the additional benefit of reliability 
and unimpeded views of their neighbours’ 
backyards. 

The whole network is monitored and 

controlled, manually, from the Glen Rd. 
substation facilities. Four screens are used 
to monitor each of the four substation net-
works plus a fifth screen displays a map, 
visually identifying which zones are oper-
ating on the normal or reserve supply. 

Bouziane explained that Hydro West-
mount is responsible for all the electrical 
supply and maintenance of the cables, 
wires, poles, street lights and traffic sig-
nals, although certain tasks like replacing 
poles are subcontracted to specialists.  

Hydro Westmount has 36 employees, 
who monitor, control and maintain the sys-
tem 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Most would agree that managing this vital 
resource locally, like other city functions, 
is tremendously advantageous.  

Local services handled on a larger scale 
would be detrimental. We have the best of 
both worlds. We benefit from an ecologi-
cally friendly and efficient province-wide 
grid and from an efficient and responsive 
local service. 

Would I have got an interview with the 
director of Hydro Quebec in a couple of 
days? 

Westmount contracts Hydro Quebec to 
purchase 94 megaWatts of power. This 
allows for a small surplus.  

The highest demand experienced by 
Hydro Westmount was in 2019 when the 
demand reached 87 megawatts, according 
to Bouziane. At the time that I visited the 
Glen Rd. centre – which was at around 11 
am, not a peak time – the four substations 
were distributing between 4 and 10 MW, a 
total of about 32 MW, well below the maxi-
mum availability. 

Westmount has requested tenders from 
outside experts to assess the cost of future 
maintenance and upgrade work to Hydro 
Westmount’s service and infrastructure, 
with an expectation that demand could 
double in the next 25 years (see January 23, 

p. 3). Bouziane feels this demand might 
be a little exaggerated. 

Hydro Westmount runs like a not-for-
profit entity: any surplus revenue must be 

fed back into the operations. Electricity 
rates are regulated throughout Quebec by 
Régie de l’énergie, meaning that West-
mount cannot sell electricity for higher 
rates than elsewhere in Quebec but rates 
vary according to differing volume, usage 
and many other factors.  

The 2024 budget for Hydro Westmount 
(available at Westmount.org) shows ex pect -
ed gross revenue of $32 million and Hydro 
Quebec costs of $23.5 million. 
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Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Control monitors at the Glen Rd. substation are manned 24/7. The four corner monitors provide 
active schematics of the distribution from each of the four substations. The active map on the right 
shows where normal or reserve power is operating. Possibly, maintenance is being conducted in 
the reserve blocks, but this would be invisible to the households because of duplicate lines.

On February 6, 2009, Hydro Westmount’s then new control panel was unveiled by then Hydro West-
mount director Pierre Dubé and operator Robert Radu. See February 10-11, 2009, p. 9 for story. 

Photo: Laureen Sweeney.

A hydro pole beside Westmount Park.  Duplicate 
underground 5kV lines provide normal and re -
serve electricity to the overhead lines. Three lines 
at the bottom of the photograph provide neutral 
and split phase 120/240 volts for residences. 
Above these three lines is a twisted three-phase 
347/600 volt cable, in this case to power the 
refrigerated skating rink and some underground 
drainage pumps next to Westmount Park United 
Church.

More information 
on electricity in 
Westmount & Quebec 

“Exploring the secrets of West-•
mount’s electric utility” by Laureen 
Sweeney (July 15, 2008, p. 1). 
A historical summary was provided •
by then director of Hydro West-
mount Benoit Hurtubise on Febru-
ary 20, 2014 at a Westmount Histori-
cal Association lecture (see Febru-
ary 25, 2014, p. 7). 
A summary of the history of electri-•
cal generation in Quebec: www.
hydroquebec.com/history-electri
city-in-quebec/ 
A comparison of rates between •
provinces: energyrates.ca/the-main-
electricity-sources-in-canada-by-
province/

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

2009
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‘Westmount 150’ sells out first event

A crowd assembled February 22 at Victoria Hall for a sold-out event in celebration of Westmount’s 
150th anniversary. For more coverage, see February 27, p. 21. 

Violinist Emilie Livernois-Desroches and circus artist Sarah Louis-Jean performed.

Former mayor Peter Trent, right, pictured with former city councillor George Bowser, was part of 
the comedy side of the evening. 

Comedy duo Bowser & Blue sang, played guitar and harmonica, and told jokes. 
Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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Lorenzetti Foundation gala raises $800k for mental health 

The Barry F. Lorenzetti Foundation gala 
took place at Maison Principale. Founda-
tion founder Barry Lorenzetti is chair and 
CEO of BFL Canada Inc., an independent 
insurance company. A supporter of women 
in sports and business, the Barry F. Loren-
zetti Centre for Women Entrepreneurship 
and Leadership at Concordia University 
bears his name. 

The soirée was held under the honour-
able presidency of Lisa Giannone, CEO 
BFL Canada. Over 400 guests attended the 
fifth annual evening hosted by Natasha 
Gargiulo. 

Amazing entertainment included Barry 
himself! The line-up also included Brittany 
Kennell, country singer and NBC’s The 
Voice former contestant; Montreal com-
edians Joey Elias and Joe Cacchione; The 
Perpetual Praise Ministries Choir; Denis 
Ducharme and the Other Side of Cool; and 
singers Gwen Torriani and 
Mackenzie Moreau. 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

From left, standing: Justin  Lorenzetti, Michèle and Jean Laurin, James Bickerton, Pauline Kabitsis and Julie Chu; seated: Mike Dorfman, Barry 
Lorenzetti and Carine Watier-Lorenzetti, Sophie Methot and Caroline Ouellette.continued on p. 22
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Snuff Bottles

Feeling tired? 
Trouble sleeping? 

Lack of concentration? 
Migraines? 

We might be able to help you 
with supplements and vitamins. 

Do not hesitate to call us or come and visit us.

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

514.651.5235

236 BOURGET 
CHARMING CONDO 
AMAZING LOCATION

REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

Moreau sang the grand finale, I’ll Stand by 
You, accompanied by Lorenzetti and the 
other performers. 

Caterer Traiteur Brera and bar master 
Brahm Mauer ensured guests had a deli-
cious time. 

Seated at the head table were Barry and 
his wife Carine Watier-Lorenzetti, Michèle 
and Jean Laurin, Pauline Kabitsis and 
James Bickerton, Julie Chu, Mike Dorf-
man, Sophie Methot, Olympic hockey gold 
medalist Caroline Ouellette, and Liv Mc -
Ilvenney and Justin Lorenzetti, president 
BFL Foundation. 

Guests included Beatrice Addona and 
Romeo Argento, Lisa Giannone and Frank 
Montoro, Michelina Borelli and Herve 
Doucat, Peter Perdikis, Karen and Brian 
Parsons, playwright Vittorio Rossi and 
Shahira Rhoualem. 

Also noted were National Bank execu-
tive vp, head of commercial and private 
banking Michael Denham and his wife 

Laura Denham, Lotta Braam and Mark 
Weightman, CEO Montreal Alouettes; 
Diana Ferrara and Sam Scalia, president 
Samcon; Sandra Vaz and Danny Maciocia, 
general manager, Montreal Alouettes; 
Rogers exec Paolo Fortugno and Ristorante 
Da Vinci’s Vince Amodeo and Lavy 
 Mainuddin. 

BFL vice chair Norm Steinberg attended 
with his wife Renee Kessler. 

The Ritz-Carlton’s Gwen Torriani and 
Katia Piccolino were noted as was Carlo 
Petosa, senior vp and regional manager, 
STARR companies. 

Also enjoying the fun night were Sal 
Guerrera, Frank Niro, Sal Parasuco, Tony 
Zara, Vince Tassone, Tommy Alberga, 
David Colasurdo, Sabino Grassi, Rocco 
Tassone and Darren Carmosino. 

The gala raised $800,000 towards the 
foundation’s mission to help de-stigmatize 
mental health and to support veterans who 
suffer from PTSD.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

Steve Moreau, Renee Kessler, Norm Steinberg and Nancy Moreayu.Lisa Giannone. Joe Cacchione and Natasha Gargiulio.Vittorio Rossi.

Barry Lorenzetti with Perpetual Praise.
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

$3,950,000 + GST/QST

Mont-Tremblant Area
LAC XAVIER

NEW

Laurentides
ROUTE DE CRYSTAL FALLS, ARUNDEL

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

$899,000 + GST/QST

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

$4,195,000

NEW NEW

CONTEMPORARY GEM IN TOP LOCATION STUNNING DOMAIN

4 3 + 1 2

NEW

REAL-ESTATE DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

183 acres

NEW

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 512

$1,350,000

CORNER
UNIT

NEW

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 718

$849,000

MODERN
DESIGN NEW

Golden Square Mile
1415 AV. DES PINS W., APT. 203B

$795,000

PRIME
LOCATION
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NEW PRICE 
MAGNIFICENT, DESIGNER RENOVATED

5124 Ch. de la Côte-Saint-Antoine, Westmount Adj.
DETACHED home. Spectacular 5 bedrooms, 

fully renovated. New studio apartment addition 
in basement. Must see!

$1,895,000

ST-ÉTIENNE-DE-BOLTON
EASTERN TOWNSHIPS

Spectacular estate on 40 acres featuring 
a stunning dream house, lakes, stable, 

guesthouse, riding trails.
$4,900,000

NEW LISTING
EASTERN TOWNSHIPS

Simply breathtaking, and what an opportunity! 
59 acres of spectacular land featuring  297 linear 

feet of prime lake front on pristine, 
ecological Lac Trousers!

$2,000,000

THE MOST TRANQUIL AND BUCOLIC ESTATE • 
EASTERN TOWNSHIPS

This stunning 5 bedrooms, 5,5 bathrooms custom 

landscaped hills and trails, and probably THE most 
stunning view of Lac Brome in the region.

$4,750,000

B R I A N  D U TC H E D O UA R D  G A M AC H E
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor

Brian Dutch  Edouard Gamache

JUST LISTED & SOLD BY BRIAN!
409 Clarke Ave. Westmount

DETACHED 4 bedrooms executive home.

ANOTHER JUST LISTED!
4040 Ch. McDougall, Westmount adj.    $1,575,000

Space, quality, features, location and price, nothing on the market 


